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ADDRESS. 


In  tllo^!C  stirrino-  and  momentous  times,  the  plat- 
form becomes  almost  as  serious  as  tlio  pulpit.  A 
man  should  be  ashamed  to  stand  lielbre  his  country- 
men, and  certainly  before  his  countrywomen,  to 
deliver  a  mere  literary  disquisition.  Our  hearts 
cannot  but  throb  in  unison  with  the  beatings  of  the 
national  heart ;  our  words  in  some  way  must  deal 
witli  the  great  interests  of  the  time,  or  they  will  fall 
on  listless  ears.  We  cannot  forget,  even  in  this 
quiet  hour  together,  that  our  nation  is  in  lier  great 
trial,  and  that  a  million  of  our  brothers  are  offering 
themselves  a  sacrilice,  if  need  be,  for  the  salcty  of 
our  country  and  of  us  all. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  present  is  an  appropriate 
time  for  reviewing  together  the  events  of  that  world- 
famed  day,  when  the  tide  of  war  surged  through 
these  quiet  streets  of  ours ;  for  recalling  the  sacri- 
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iii.'cs  and  lieroisiii  of  (he  "  times  wliii'li  triud  iiiou's 
souls  "  as  to-day  Irit's  llicin.  I  would  rcficsh  (he 
niemoiy  of  llie  old  with  the  ri'ixiitiou  ol' thos(j  tah's 
of  patriotic  dcvoiioii  which  they  heai'd  from  iiarmils' 
lips;  I  would  tell  the  youu^-  that  these  hills  and 
those  streets  are  holy  u'r(:)und,  iM.mseerale  with  earih's 
most  i)reeious  ihiu^-,  —  the  lihjoil  of  hei'oes,  —  that 
perehaucu  the  sacred  llame  uiay  he  kindled  in  their 
hearts,  and  they  may  be  heroes  too.  1  woidd  repeat 
the  story  of  that  menajrahle  day,  the  XiiuHeeuth  of 
A})ril.  177-3,  emlea\orini;-  especially  to  ilhislrate  the 
part  our  own  town  took  in  it,  ^atherin;j,'  up  the  fast- 
fadhig  traditions  Iroui  those  li[)s  soon  to  be  sealed 
forever.  Eut  one  ■•"  remains  luue  now  of  all  those 
"who  saw  the  sun  y)i'  that  briuht  April  niorninii,'. 

West  Camlu'idu'e  has  not  yet  had  justice  done  her 
for  the  part  she  took  in  those  scenes.  Histories  and 
orations  have  had  little  to  say  ubout  hei'.  it  has 
been  the  '' ]>attle  of  Lexiniz-ton  and  Concord;"  it 
should  be  the  •'Battle  of  Concord,  Lexinuton,  and 
West  Cambridge."'  AVilhin  our  town  the  battle 
raged   liereest;  more  tlian   a  third  of  the  patriots 
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■wlio  (lied  tliat  (lay,  fell  witliiu  our  limits.  AVc  liav(> 
more  precious  dust  L;,aiai('re(l  under  yonder  sloiio, 
tliau  any  oilier  town  has  treasure(l  lienentli  its 
nionuinent. 

TiCl  us,  tlien,  to-ni,L!,'lit,  slandin;/ luM-e  on  this  historic 
grouml,  this  very  s})i:)t  \vhei'e  r>riti-h  ami  Anu'riean 
liuliets  once  crossed  each  otlier  with  (h'lidly  aim, 
close  to  -which  the  (irst  c;ii>ture  of  tlie  Revohilion 
was  made,  let  us  remend)er  our  Fathers. 

The  memoralile  year  177")  opened  udoomily. 
The  ])ul)lic  mind  was  in  a  slate  (jC  extreme  irrita- 
tion tlir(Ju,<.diout  the  colonies,  and  oid}'  a  spai-k  was 
required  to  set  all  in  a  (lame.  'J'here  was  no  disposi- 
tion to  redress  u'rie\  a  nces  on  the  juiiM  of  the  crown; 
the  arbitrary  and  oppi-cssive  act,-,  ol'  the  royal  uon- 
ernor  caUed  forth  constantly  more  strenuous,  Imt  S(j 
liir  only  i»assive,  j-esistance  on  the  }iai-t  ol"  llie  ])eo[ile^ 
and  yet  both  alike  were,'  shrinkinu'  from  the  last 
resort. 

I  lind    in    the    note-hook    of  Samuel   Cooke,  iir^t 

pastor  of  this  jiarish,  which  he  kept  mostly  in  Latin. 

a  few  I'emarks  A\liicli  ])eihaps  may  be  intei-e-tinij:  as 

showin^j;   the  txenei'al   state   ol'  things    at    this   time. 

1  -^ 
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Under  date  of  Jan.  31,  Ml^),  he  tlms  suni^'  up  tlie 
account  of  tlie  lunuth : 

'•  Ends  Avitli  inodei'ate  \\eatlier,  as  it  has  lieen 
tln'ouLi'li  ye  nioufh.  Some  i-ani,  no  snow.  A  tiiiu 
of  L;-0(»d  sleddiuLi-  in  tlie  p-|',>;,t  roads.  A  vast  (|iuin- 
tity  of  snow  ^hich  i'e1l  la^t  month,  very  mneli  drifteil. 
Wood  dear,  provisions  ])leiit3-  and  cheap.  Rie,  28 
to    30s;    Indian,    L>Ts;     Heef,    2s    2d;    J\.rk,    2s.  •■ 

Speech   delivered    in  P 1   liy  (Jeoi-o-e  II [.     q^ho 

Lord  reiu-netli  !  Toi-ies  em[)h)yinu-  (lieir  envenomed 
pens  to  secure  and  aequii'c  ])laees  and  pensions,  to 
terrifie  and  divide  tlie  people.  0  Lord,  turn  their 
counsels  into  Ibolishness  !  " 

In  February  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
which,  after  its  dissolution  by  the  governor,  had  met 
independently  of  his  authority  as  the  Provincial 
Congress,  a]ipointed  eleven  men  as  a  ('(unmittee  of 
Safety,  Jose])h  Warren  at  its  head.      Thev  were  to 

*  I  have  no  means  of  nseertainiug  the  exact  value  of  the 
shilling  at  this  time ;  probably  it  did  not  vary  mneh  from  the 
year  1710,  when  Mr.  Cooke  writes  that  boarding  with  Dea. 
Joseph  Adams,  he  paid  10s  per  week,  at  the  rate  i^f  -IGn  to  the 
nunee  of  silver. 


take  cliai",u'o  of  tlic  wai'like  slofos  of"  the  province, 
to  oiiroll  the  mil  ilia,  mid  imisttT  into  active  .^ci'vicc 
as  many  as  tlioy  niiiiht  tliinlv  ailvi>al)lc.  Ollieers 
were  also  appointed  to  take  eoinmand  ol"  this  pro- 
vincial army  when  assenililed.  Tlironiiiliout  ilassa- 
chnsctts,  indeed  tlironuh  the  thii'tecMi  colonies,  the 
people  Avcre  assiilnously  jiraetisin^'  the  use  ol"  arms, 
and  cnu;a,f>'ing  in  military  exercises.  "^IMie  clerti'v 
were  not  behind  thfir  ])eople  in  zeal  and  patriotism. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  sei'mon  ])reai'hi'(l  in  tin;  old 
(dnirch  yonder,-'  Ity  the  pastor.  Rev.  Samucd  (\)oke, 
to  the  minute  coni])any  of  \Yest  Camljridg'e,  aViout  a 
month  before  the  battle. 

Text,  Nehemiah4:13,  U,  15.  >'  *  *  -^  Be 
not  yc  afraid  of  them;  remember  (he  Loi'd,  which 
is  gTcat  ami  terrible,  and  liuht  for  your  brethren, 
your  sons,  and  your  dauL!,iiters,  your  wivi'S,  and  your 
houses.  And  it  came  to  pass  when  our  enemies 
heard  that  it  was    known   unto  us.   and    (Jod    had 

*  This  building  still  stands  on  Pleasant  street,  and  is  now  the 
residence  of  Mr.  Charles  Cage.  It  gave  place  to  a  larger  edifice 
early  in  this  century,  being  then  removed  and  changed  into  a 
dwelling  house. 
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lu'ouulit  tlu'ii'  counx'l  io  iioimlil.  lliiif  we  i-cturiie(] 
all  oC  us  to  tlic  wall,  i'\-(m-v  one  iiiiId  his  Avoi'k."' 

" 'JMie  iqipcnrnncc  of  arms  in  this  rcji'^iuus  assem- 
bly reminds  im;  ui'  that  cx[)i-('ssi(iii  (if  the  i\oiiiaii 
orator,  'Quaii(|iiam  priusidiis  salutarilms  ct  iiccos- 
sariis  sc]>ti  sumiis.'  dr.,  MJiicli  wo  may  tliiis  trans- 
late, '  Thoiiti'li  ^vc  arc  surronmlcil  with  >:il\'  ami 
necessary  ^Li'iiards,  yet  tlie  means  of  sal'ety  awakens 
our  tears.'  " 

"These  instruments  of  death,  talcen  u]i  only  lor 
our  necessary  defence  under  alarminu'  tlireats,  wo 
h(\irtily  wish  and  pray  may  not  lie  prejiared  lor  the 
day  of  l)attl(\  hut  a  happy  means  to  prevent  the 
conllietinu'  warrioi's.  confuted  noise,  and  u'arinents 
rolled  in  lilood.  Similar  ]»reparations  f'oi'  del'enee 
to  those  now  making"  throuu'h  this  land,  ha]ipily 
operated  to  the  coni[)let(^  deliverance  o["  tlie  Jews, 
without  the  hazard  of  an  en.ii'aii'cmeid.  And  this 
instance  is  re('or(leil  for  oiu'  enconraLTement,  while; 
we  are  satisfied  our  cause  is  Just.  We  feel  our- 
selves sensibly  interested  in  the  distresses  ol"  these 
.lews,  as,  in  some  res[)ecls,  they  liear  a  near  resem- 
blance to  tnir  own." 
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lie  ti'oes  on  to  de.scril>t'  the  sidialioii  iil"  llic  Jews, 
settled  ill  u  eDuiilry  dishiiil  IViuii  tlic  scat  <»!'  so\-ci'- 
ciji'ii  jtuwei',  whither  they  IkkI  rciuoved  liy  royal 
})enuissi(,)iL  willi  aiiiph'  eliarlcr  ])ri\  ileucs.  'Jdie 
king,  mislud  l»y  tlu'ir  I'lii'iuirs,  liad  issued  deerees, 
oppressive  and  suli\'rrsi\'e  (*!"  thrir  ehartered  riglits. 

These  uiijii.-.t  decrees  luMug  dis(jl)e_\'ed,  a  ibree 
was  sent  out  to  e()Ui[)rl  olu'dienee.  The  "wise  and 
sj)ii'ile(l  preeaiitions  lakrn  liy  the  patriot  ruler  of 
the  Je^\■s  are  woi-(h\-  nf  ol)sei'\ ation.  1st.  They 
asked  the  divine  jirotcrtidu.  Tlie\'  did  not,  liowe\'cr, 
presume  on  this  pruterlion  without  the  use  ol"  the 
proper  means.  2d.  They  set  a.  waleh.  3d.  They 
armed  themselves  I'or  a.  vigorous  defence  in  ease  of 
attack.  "It  does  not  apj)ear,'"  he  says,  "  tliat  they 
were  so  nnhapi)y  as  to  liave  any  ira'iloroits  sons 
within  their  Avails,  liut  that  some  were  terrified  witli 
the  sound  of  ai-ms  and  tlie  alarms  of  Avar." 

After  ap})l}ing  still  more  at  length  the  example 
of  the  .Jewish  people  and  tlieir  ruler,  and  remarking 
oil  the  success  of  these  measures,  he  goes  on  to  say  : 

"And  now,  hrethren,  the  case  ^VQ  have  l.ieen  eon- 
siderinu'  is  recorded  for  our  insti-uction.     It  is  witli 
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tlic  (loepcrit  i-egret  tliai  wo  in  miy  (leg-rce  apply 
these  lo  ourselves  in  the  present  gloomy  day.  "^^rho 
adversaries  of  Jiidali  ^vere  i'oreignei-s,  they  ^wva 
Pagans.  These  like  hon'ihle  attenijjts  consti-ain  us 
to  say,  that  Hritons  are  our  ad\ crsarit's  I  '^IMiat 
I'^nu'lishiueii  thirst  for  our  blood!  That  our  most 
gracious  sovereign  Geoi'ge  III.  dechires  us  relielsl''^ 
Our  adversaries,  we  may  coneluih-,  have  long,  ))y 
repeatt'<l  insults,  einh'avored  to  ])rovoke  us  to  some 
aet  that  might  be  rejiresented  as  relieilious,  1»ut  dis- 
appointment a})pears  only  to  have  enhanced  their 
rage;  and  the  >X'ngeance  long  since  imprecated  by 
one  born  among  us  is  now  pointed  at  our  breasts. 

The  ste})s  directed  l)y  the  grand  Continental 
Congress  we  have  attended  to,  trusting,  undm-  Cod, 
for  safety  in  their  judicious  and  united  counsels. 
But  their  loyal  and  si)irited  adilress  to  the  throne 
appears  to  have  proved  inelfectual.  It  remains  for 
us  to  pursue  the  measures  with  vigor,  they  have 
advised  to,  as  our  last  resort. 

There  at  present  api)eai-s  no  other  choice  left  us, 


*  Tlie  words  "  riocl  forbid  !  "  are -writtun  after  the  word  rebels, 
but  they  are  partially  erased  in  the  iiianuseript. 
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])ut  cither  iiuuoly  to  sit  down  and  siii-rciidcr  ouc 
lives  and  pro])erties,  our  wives  and  cliildrcu.  dim- 
religion  and  consciences,  to  llic  ai'I>iti'ai'\  will  ol 
others,  or,  trustinu'  in  (iod,  to  stand  ii])  in  (»iir  own 
defence,  and  oi'  tlie  liritish  Constitution." 

Noble  words  were  these  in  a  noble  cause!  Wo 
need  not  wonder  that  the  nu'ii  ol"  that  (hiy  were 
brave  and  patriotic,  when  they  received  such  coun- 
sels IVoni  their  reliti'ions  teachers. 

The  aggressions  of  the  IJritish  continued,  and 
things  every  day  more  clearly  indicated  that  an 
api)eal  to  arms  was  near  at  hand.  Hoston  Xcck 
was  fortified.  An  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made 
by  British  troops  to  seize  the  canudu  deposited  at 
Palem.  OHicers  were  sent  out  in  disguise  to  make 
sketches  of  the  roads,  and  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
towns.  Eleven  hundred  men  marche(l  out  of  Txiston 
and  thrcAV  down  the  stone  walls  in  the  neighborhood, 
thus  preparing  a  field  Ibi'  any  future  emergcney. 

The  news  from  Europe  also  wore  a  hostile  aspect. 
The  ministry  had  determined  to  compel  the  colonies 
to  obedience.  The  Americans  wei-e  hulked  u|ion  as 
cowards,  and  it  was  said  that  live  regiments  of  reg- 
ulars could  easily  march  across  the  continent. 
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Nor  were  proparatioiis  larking*  iqion  om-  si(.l(3. 
Tlir  UKMi  capaliU'  of  licuriim-  anus  oi-^'aii !/.(•< I  IIkmii- 
selvos  into  cotiiiiaiiirs,  ami  tlicrc  were  I'linii'^ii  \ctcr- 
ans,  Avho  liad  srcn  lailitaiT  sc'r\'ic'c  in  llic  I'^rcuch 
M\ar,  to  act  as  their  leaders. ••■  Tlic  Cnmiiiiltee  of 
Safety  took  tiie  ii'i'iieral  •■liar'i'e  ot"  these  pi-cpara- 
tions,  am]  liad  eolKMieil  a  larLZ'r  amount  of  mililaiy 
stores  at  Concord. 

On  Saturday,  ll\(^  lil'teenth  of  April,  tlie  Provincial 
Con^'i'ess  wliich  had  been  liohlinLi"  its  nux'tin^'  at 
Concord  adjourne<l  to  the  tenth  of  May.  (Jenei'al 
Gag'c,  having'  just  received  a  small  j'eiid'oreement, 
had  noAV  umh'r  his  connnand  in  Boston  lie'twceu 
three  and  four  thousand  veteran  troo])S.  Tie  thouu-lit 
that  tlie  time  had  (.'omc  at  last  for  aetion,  ajid  ANitli 
one  decisiNX'  Mow  he  hoped  to  crush  the  spirit  of 
rcliellion.  On  tliat  very  Saturday  aftei'uoon  tlio 
grenadiers  and  liuht  infantry  were  relieved  from 
gari'ison  duty  in  Hoston,  and  concentrated  on  the 
Connnon,  under  pretence  of  learning  a  new  nulitary 

*llev.  Mr.  Cooke  preached  a  sermon  IXov.  12,  1758,  upon  the 
occasion  of  the  return  of  Capt.  Adams  and  company,  -with  the 
loss  of  only  a  sinyjlo  man. 
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exofciso.  At  midiiiuiit  the  lioiits  of  tlie  transports 
^vevo  eolk'cted  uiul  moored  undrr  the  pi-olertion  of 
the  shi)).s  of  wai'.  These  moveijieiits  seemed  suspi- 
cious, ami  Warreu  sent  word  at  ouee  to  ilaiieoek 
and  Adams,  wlio  Avere  theu  at  Lexiuuton;  through 
tliis  timely  intelliiivuee  the  cauiiou  were  secreted 
and  some  of  the  stores  remoNcd  from  ('(^iicoi'd  on 
the  seventeentli.  On  I'uesthiy  (len.  (ia,u;c  sent  out 
ten  seru'eants  t(j  ('andiridu'e,  wlio,  after  dininui;  tliere, 
at  nisiiit  scattered  themsehcs  ah)nu'  the  various  I'oads 
leadiuL!,'  out  of  JJoston,  in  OJ'der  to  ciU,  oif  all  com- 
munication Avilh  tJK,''  coiuitry.  At  ten  o'cdoek  the 
following;'  evenin<;-  the  g'renadiei'S  and  liu'lit  infantry, 
ei.u'ht  hundred  in  numl)er,  emliarkeil  on  tlie  lioats  of 
the  transports  at  the  foot  of  tlie  CN)nnnon  under 
eonnnand  i^f  Jjient.  Col.  Smith.  E\'ery  movement 
was  watched,  and  at  once  AVari'en  sent  a  messenger 
through  Ivoxbury  to  ]jexington,  and  Paid  l\everc 
was  rowed  across  almost  umler  the  guns  of  the 
Somerset  man-of-war  to  t'harlestown,  only  a  few 
minutfvs  l)ei()i'o  the  sentinels  received  (n-(1ei-s  to 
allow  no  American  to  ))ass  the  lines.  JJe  narrowly 
escaped  l)eing  captured  in  Charlestown  by  some  of 
2 
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tlic  IJi-itisli  (illii-ers  on  (lie  roiul,  ami  |ki-.-(m|  dii  lo 
Mcdlnrd,  awaking'  tlicrr  tlic  cai.laiii  of  llic  niiiiiilc 
men.  tlu'iicc  lie  }»iirsiic(l  liis  way  lliroii'iii  West  Caiii- 
briduv  to  Lcxiiiiitoii,  uiviii^-  tht'  alarm  at  almost 
c'NX'iy  liouso  on  Ilic  road. 

'riie  troops  crossed  the  liay  in  (ho  l)oafs  of  tlie 
S(iuadron,  ami  lamlod  at  East  ( 'amhiiduv,  near 
wlioiv  tlic  courtdionse  now  stands.  Ilci'o  tlu'v 
received  a  day's  rations,  and,  talcimi-  the  }.ath  am-oss 
tlie  laarslies,  wliere  iu  some  ])laces  they  were  obliuvd 
to  wade  throuu-h  th(,'  water,  tlicy  enlci'cd  tlie  oM 
West  Canilnvidge  ami  Charlcstowii  road  (oi'  Milk- 
row,  as  ^v(}  call  it),  at  tlie  Coot  oC  Prospect  Hill. 

It  Avas  nearly  two  o'clock  in  the  moi'innu-  when 
they  entered  the  limits  of  Menotomy.  as  this  north- 
west j)recinct  of  Caml»rid;j-e  was  then  called.  They 
marched  under  those  two  old  elms  which  <till  foj'm 
the  beautiful  eastern  cate-way  of  our  town.  Long- 
may  they  stand,  and  nuiy  never  an  enemy's  loot 
au-ain  tread  bencatli  them!  They  marched  on 
stealthily,  and,  as  they  thoujiht,  in  secret  ;  l»ut  watch- 
ful eyes  were  upon  them.  The  old  man,  Sanuiel 
Whittemore,    lived    with    his    s(ni    ami    his    li'i'and- 
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childrcii.  in  tlio  liciist-  iiiidrr  tlic  slimU'  r,|"  lli,.  ,,1(1 
oliiis,  just  this  si»l('  ol'  Ihc  lu'ook  wiiidi  divides  u.s 
now  (Vnin  Cainl»rid.L;-c.  lie  was  awidoMird  l>_v  llic 
slii-  in  the  slrrrt,  and  looking-  out  saw  tli(,'  l»a\-(inrts 
tiiistcnin.i;'  in  llic  nu)()nli,L;lit.  As  tliry  made  lludr 
liasty  lu'cparations  in  the  nioi-ninLi'.  the  )ad  Amos, 
al'kTwards  distin.uuishcd  as  llie  in\-entoi-  of  ihc 
cai-d-maeliine,  lirou^ht  unt  Iwo  oi-  tliree  ohl  liinis, 
Avhich,  j»erhai)s,  had  (h»no  u'dod  sci-vice  in  Ihc 
Frencli  war.  liut  jiad  Imm-  lielore  l.cen  l]ii'(»wn 
aside  as  useless.  lie  had  re])aire(l  tlie  bi^oken 
loelcs,  and  made  tlieni  j'eady  I'or  (K';idl\-  se)'\  ice, 
and  now  the  b'jy  of  sixteen  wi.-lieij  to  o',,  and  l.eai' 
lii.s  i)art  witli  the  rest.  IJiit  Amos  was  oljli-cd  t(j 
renuiin  to  take  care  ol'  Ids  mother  and  the  ehihli'en, 
while  tlie  old  grandfatlier  and  the  son  and  the  eh.lei' 
bo}-s  engaged  in  tlu;^  light. -^ 

The  (^oimnittee  of  Salety^  on  tlie  day  Ix'fore  (the 
eighteenth;  had  h(dd  theii-  session  at  the  Hlack 
Horse  ta\ern  in  \Vest  Camhridge.  ke|)t  by  AVeth- 
erby,  which  stood  near  the  site  of  tin-  old  alms- 
liouse.       The    othei-    members    of    that    bodv    had 


*  Mrs.  Ik'iiry  "Wliittrinore. 
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retiirnO(l  t<i  (lu'ir  lioinos  at  tln'  clo.-c  of  the  iin'otiii'i*; 
but  tliix'c  of  tlicni,  \'ico-Pi-c<i(lriil  tlcri'v  ami  Cols. 
Lcc  and  ()i-iio,  spent  the  nii^iit  lirrc,  and  arose  IVoni 
tlieii'  lieds  to  view  the  iiuwoiited  si'^'lit.  "^I'liey 
wati'lied  tlie  S(_)ldi(M's  [)a<siiiL;'  ])\\  till,  as  llic  ccnri'C 
"was  ()[)})osit<',  ail  ollii-cr  and  a  lilc  of  men  A\('ro 
detai'licd  to  si'ai'rli  llu-  lionso.  This  movement 
lii'sl  u'ave  them  the  hint  of  danu'cr.  and  they  Imrried 
down  stairs.  (!ei-|-y  in  his  |)ci'turliation  licim:-  ou 
the  point  of  opiMiinL;'  tlu>  iVonl  (hjor  in  tlieir  laees, 
when  the  landlord  cried  ont  to  juni,  '•  J-'or  (Jod's 
sake  ilou't  open  that,  door!"'  and  led  them  to  the 
liack  ]iart  oT  tlie  house,  whenee  they  escaped  iut(^ 
tlie  eoru-lield,  ])eloi-e  the  ollicer  liad  })osted  liis 
guards  al»out  the  doors.  There  was  nothing  to 
coiieeal  tliem  iVom  view  in  tlie  hroad  liehl  tint  the 
coi'u-stnltlilc  which  li;id  Ikm-ii  lel't  the  previous  fall  a 
leiol  or  two  high,  and  that  was  little  })rote<dioii  in 
the  liright  moonlight.  Gerry  stumbled  ami  fell, 
and  called  out  to  his  friend,  ••  r^top,  Orue ;  stop  for 
me  till  I  can  get  up;  1  have  hurt  myself!"  This 
suggested  the  idea,  and  they  all  tin-ew  themselves 
flat  ou  the  ground,  and,  concealed  liy  the  stuhible, 
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reiuaiuod  tliei'c,  IiuH'-cldllKMl  us  Ihcy  lun!  IcCl  ilwir 
1)('(|.-;.  till  llu'  Ironjis  |);i.sseil  on.  ('ol.  l^cc  iicnci- 
rcc(j\-(_"i-cil  fi-oin  the  cll'ci'ls  of  tliul  luiiiniLi'lit  cxitus- 
uvr  ]  lie  (li('(|  ill  Ic-.s  lliaii  a  iiionlli  IVom  (liat  iiiulil. 
The  IiiHi-o  wa-;  srarcliL'd  in  \aiii,  llioiiLiii  llii'\  roiiiul 
the  ]jeds  wiiieli  the  nlijcrls  oC  llndr  pursuit  had  just 
lel't,  and  a  iiohl  waddi  !>eh>iiu'iiiu-  to  one  ol"  iheiii 
uiidei-  tlie  piHow,  whitdi  thev  did  not  eaiTV  away.''" 

The  man  Avho  li\ed  in  the  hduse  reeenlly  turn 
down  l)y  Mr.  AlhMi,  was  awakened  Ity  the  lalth'  of 
tlie  pewter  jihde.s  on  his  dresser,  _iarre(h  as  tliey 
were,  liy  the  ]ne;isur(.'d  tramp  ol'  Mihlicrs,  and  lia>ten- 
ing"  to  the  Avin(h)W.  sa^\'  his  yard  i'ldl  id'  led-eoats, 
Avlio  had  been  gettiu'i'  water  I'rom  his  welh  Tfe  stole 
down  staii'H  to  secure  his  u'lin.  whieh  he  hid  in  the 
chinine}' ;  and  in  the  nLoi'iniiL;.',  alter  eh-aring  the 
lioiise  oC  vahialih's.  so  iar  as  he  eoid(h  he  sent  his 
lanuly  to  (Jeo.  l*reidiss'  on  the  hid,  and  iiim<ell' 
Joined  the  nunute  men. 

Sohjniou   Bowman,  the  lieutenant  of  the  minute 

*  Miss  Orne,  who  rc'c-eivud  this  account  from  the  lips  of  her 
<j;i-aiulniothcr,  "wlio  was  nicrc  of  I'-lbiidiiL'  (.icny,  and  da\iL;iit(.'r- 
in-hiw  of  L'ol.  Oinc. 
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coinpiiny,  IIvcmI  in  (In-  Iionso  now  occupied  Ky  ^fi-.s. 
Jlciii'v  W'liitlcniorc.  lie  wa-;  on  tlic  alcit.  and  came 
to  tlic  door  to  sec  ^viiat  was  stirriiiL!'.  A  soldier, 
leavinti'  the  I'anks,  askeil  jiim  lor  a  drink  of  water; 
lie  rcrused,  sayinu',  "  \Vlia(.  ni'e  you  out,  at  this  tinie 
of  niu'lil,  for  ?  "'  As  soon  as  llie\'  ]ias^e(|j  he  at  once 
beu'an  to  warn  the  conijiany,  and  at  da}-ln'eak  they 
^\'ere  Ibi'ined  on  the  coinnnm  ready  for  active  service."' 

1'he  house  opixjsite,  lately  destroyed  liy  lire,  had 
its  chimneys  ]»ainted  white,  the  sii2'n,  in  those  days, 
that  its  occupant  was  a  tory.  The  JJritish  met  a 
inoi-e  gracious  recejjtion  there,  than  across  the  street, 
and  were  directed  on  their  way.h 

They  })aused  a  moment  at  the  centre  of  the  to\ni, 
and  the  J>ritisli  C(jnmiander,  linding  that  the  country 
^^■as  thoroughly  aroused,  despatched  his  liglit  inlantry 
in  advance  for  the  })urposc  of  securing  the  Concord 
liridges,  and  sent  l»ack  to  (I en.  Cage  for  reinlorc(>- 
ments,  —  a  })iece  of  prudence  winch  alone  saved 
his  whole  force  from  desti'uction.  In  silence  they 
resumed  their  march.     ]\Ir.  Cutter,  vvlio  lived  in  the 

*  yirri.  Hill,  daughter  of  Lieut.  Bowman. 

t  Mrs.  llfiiry  "Whitteinore  and  Mrs.  Dr.  M'ellingtou. 
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house  iioAv  the  westerly  end  of  the  iiji]h'i-  tavern, 
looke<l  aroiiiul  for  his  ljiiii,  as  Ii<'  saw  the  sohlier.s 
0})eii  his  l)ani  doors  and  look  at  his  t'a\()rite  horse, 
but  he  Iiad  lent  it  the  day  helore,  niueh  to  Ids 
wife's  joy. 

Thouu'h  it  was  so  hmiz'  after  luidiiiLi'ht,  some  young' 
men  were  ))usily  enu-aged  playing  eards  in  a  shop 
whieh  used  to  stand  in  front  of  whci'e  JauK's  Sidiouler 
now  lives,  and  they  ilid  not  h'a\e  thrir  game  till 
they  were  startled  l»y  the  near  ap[jroaeh  of  the 
British  troo[)s.-'' 

They  saw  the  giimnu'r  of  a  light  through  the 
shutter  of  the  house,  still  standing  at  the  upper 
eorner  of  the  road  which  h/ads  to  A\'inch('sier ;  a 
soldier  was  sent  to  in(|nire  the  nu'auing  of  a  light 
at  this  unusual  hour.  'Jdie  wife  reidied  that  her 
"old  nuui  was  siek,  and  she  was  making  some  herb 
tea."  The  soldier  was  satislied  Avith  the  answer, 
and  rejoined  his  eomrades. 

But  the  old  shoenudver  and  his  wife  had  just  Ix'en 
melting  their  jiewter  plates  into  ludh'ts.  and  wluui 
startled  l)y  the  loud  knoek  at  the  door,  the  old  man 

*  A.  U.  I'roctor,  \\lio  lieard  it  from  AVilliani  Hill. 
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had  tlirowii  liiiiiscH"  iipnii  the  lied,  ami  lii-  wil'c  liad 
up.-^ct  the  skilli'l  dl"  luDltrn  lead  into  tin.'  tiiiT  a-lic~, 
heldrc  she  unl(H'ke(l  llie  duor.  nd'oi'e  the  next, 
iiiu'ht,  no  doiilit,  some  of  those  so  in'()udly  marehinu' 
l)y,  tastc(l  oC  that  he)-!>  tea  to  their  sori'ow.''" 

BeCore  daydireak  the  next  morninu' all  in  West, 
Caml»ridii'e  knew  what  had  hapiienetl,  and  they 
l»ra\ely  pre|iared  I'm'  the'  emerii'ency.  'J'ho>e  on  the 
lino  of  the  u'fcaf^  road.  S(_'eiired  their  mo^t  valnakh} 
}>ossessioiis.  in  many  eases  throw  in!j,'  their  [»ewter 
]»lates  and  their  sihei'  into  the  w'('lls.  The  Avomeii 
and  children  Avere  remo\eil  to  j/iaces  (.)!'  salV't}'. 
Some  went  (h)\vn  to  Mystic  ri\er,  others  to  the 
liorders  ol"  \Vineliester,  and  many  Liatliered  at  ( reo. 
Prentiss'  on  the  hill.  His  daughter, -j-  yet  sur\ivimi; 
at  tlie  <i'ood  old  au'e  ol'  mure  than  !)(>  \ears,  still 
rememlu'rs  how  I'nll  their  liwir<e  was  that  day,  and 
liow  she  saw  the  [leueh-trt^'cs  in  Idoom  and  the  grass 
■wavinu",  and  towards  iduht  heai'([  the  thnnder  of  the 
eannoii  with  wliieh  in  \ain  the  hai'assed  I'liLi'lt  i\es 
were    tiwinii'    to    keal    hack    their    ])nrsuers.      'I'heir 


*  Mr.s.  Iljuiy  Whittciuore. 
t  ?ilrs.   I.vdii    I'jircc. 
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Avivcs  and  cliildfcn  ]H-()\i(l(Ml  fof  —  (lie  hkmi  of  tlie 
luiiiuto  coiiiiiam',  1  siippo-c  ('oiiijtri-iiiu'  rvcry  im;iii  in 
t<.)^vn  (if  snilalile  au'i'.  inidcr  connnand  (if  (\i]itaiii 
Benjanun  Lf)cke,i'  met  on  tlie  connn(ui  al  day-hrrak, 
and  niai'('lic(l  to  Lcxiniilon,  rrady  lor  any  service 
which  nTm'ht  l>c  rc<|nirc(h  Tlicy  Ibimht  llial  day,  as 
all  tlic  rest,  not  in  military  ordiM'  as  a  coni[)any,  lint 
as  sliarjisliook'i's,  each  doin'j,'  the  l)est  h(!  could. 

At  two  oVdock  in  the  nioi-niui:"  the  alarm  had  liecn 
given  at  Lexiim'l<m,  and  the  militia  and  ininnte  men 
to  the  ninnber  oi"  one  hundred  and  thirty  Liathered 
on  the  connnon  in  ans-wer  to  tlie  sumnu^ns.  The 
roll  Avas  called,  the  nmskt'ts  loadeil  Avith  powih-r  and 
Itall,  and  as  there  Avere  no  siu'us  ol"  the  innnediatc 
approach  of  the  Dritish,  a  Avatch  Avas  s^'t  and  the 
company  dismissed,  to  cnmc  louvther  at  heat  of 
drum.  The  enemy,  seizinir  every  num  they  met, 
AVere  nndisi-overed  till  they  came  Avithin  a  shoi't 
distance  of  the  villa^'c  As  their  ajiprdadi  hi.'canie 
known,  the  alarm  Avas  a.Li'ain  sounded.  It  was  now 
between  four  ami  li\e  o'ldocl;.  Sonu'  sixt\-  ov  se\ent\' 
Ibi-med  on  the  connnon   in   double   line,  and    stood 

t  See  Note  A. 
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tlicre  foiirau-coiisly  awiiiliiiii-  llic  i-c.^uli,  \v]\]\  nvi]i'vs 
not  1(1  lire  unless  tlicy  wciv  lircd  ii|((iii.  'I'hcv  did 
nul  wiiil  Iniio';  i!i,>  |5i'iti.~li  ;i(l\;iii,T,  liavin-'  lir-L 
s(ii]i1)(mI  li>  l(»ail  ami  |)riiiic.  came  in  si'^lit  InirrviiiL;' 
aloim'  almost  on  Uk-  run.  I'ilcairn,  a -nuijor  oC  tlic 
niarinos,  rode  in  I'rout.  and  wlieii  within  li\c  nr  <]>: 
rods,  eri(_'d  out,  ••  I>is|)erse.  ye  villain-!  W-  I'eliels, 
disperse  !     La\'  down  ydur  arni'^,  and  disjiersc  !  " 

The  main  liody  stood  lirm,  neither  layiiiL!'  down 
tlieir  arms  nor  di-jxa'sinLi'.  IMleairn  L;'a\c  tlie  onh'r 
to  lire.  At  lii'st.  eanie  a  lew  seall'MauL;-  shots,  and 
tlien  a  deadly  M)lley.  ]\esistanee  was  vain  au-ain<t 
more  than  tenfold  odds,  and  Cajit.  Parker  ordered 
liis  ]jien  to  dis]>erse,  wliieh  they  did.  lirinu'  a  lew 
desultory  shot.-!-,  lia\in_<;-  lost  seven  lville(l  and  ten 
wounded,  a  (luarti.'i-  of  that  liallant  )»and.  Thus  in 
the  Li'i-ay  ol'that  April  luorninu' diil  Ameiiean  lilii'rtv 
i'eeei\e  its  baptism  of  MuimI.  The  die  \va  ^  cast  • 
lieneefortli  colonies  no  lonucr,  ••  What  a  i;'loi-ioa.s 
niorninu'  is  this!"   ex(dainied  Sanuiel  Adams. 

'J  hi„'  troops  foi'med  on  the  edinmon,  fn'ed  a  volle\' 
and  u'ave  three  dieers  in  honor  of  tiieii-  \ietor\",  anil, 
alter  a   lialt   of  half  an   hour,  marched   on   for  Con- 
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cord,  wliirli  tlicy  ciitd'od  ;i1i()iil  7  o'clock.  The 
main  ImkIn-  i-cmaiiu'il  in  llic  ('ciitiH'  ol'  llir  town.  Imt 
al>out  t\vo  lunnlrol  liulil  inlanli-_v  were  dctarln'il  to 
socui'o  tlio  north  In-idLio  on  tlio  j'oad  Icadinu'  to 
Acton,  a.  liuiidrcil  of  whom  went  on  a  mih-  I'urlhcr 
to  dcsti'oy  the  stores  wlurh  wvvc  coHciMfd  at  the 
house  of  (-'oL  IJarrett.  They  were  not  ^■el•y  suc- 
cessCnl  in  theii'  search,  the  Americans  liavinu; 
im|irove(l  tlie  time  since  the  alarm  \\  as  ,u'i\en  in 
rcmo\iim'  and  secretinii'  the  militai'y  stoi-cs.  'i'hcy 
destroyed  a  lew  barrels  ol'  Hour,  threw  live  hnmlrcil 
hounds  of  hall  into  a  mill  inind.  knockeil  oil'  the 
trunnions  oi'  thi'ce  iron  cannon.  Iiurne<l  sixteen 
carriaue  wheels,  and  a  few  harrcls  of  '\^•ooden 
trenchers  and  spoons.  No  urcat  return  for  the 
expedition  which  cost  Jviim'  (JeorLi'e  the  hriuhtest 
jewed  in  his  er(jwii.  and  so  nuiny  hra\e  men  their 
lives  ! 

The  minute  men  I'i'om  the  neiiiiihorinu"  lo'wns  had 
l)een  flockinu'  in  till  more  than  J'our  hiin(h-ed  wei'e 
<2.'atliei-('d  on  the  hill  aliov(;  the  north  In-idu'c.  From 
this  s])ot  they  could  see  thi^  movements  of  the  troops, 
and  sevei'al   lires  Avere  visihle  in  the  villau'e.      'I'hey 
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detLM'iniiieel  to  iiiarch  to  the  (Icfciu'c  of  tlic  town. 
As  tlu'V  upproai'lu'd  tlnj  hrid'^c  in  doiiKh'  file,  ^v\{\l 
trailed  anus,  the  JJi'itisli  lu-^aii  to  take  u|)  the 
planks;  and  as  the  Auierieans  (juk'kcncd  their  step 
to  i)revent  this,  lii'st  a  lew  scaltei'iuu-  siiots,  and 
then  a  volley,  Avas  tired  u[)on  lliem,  killinLi,'  two  and 
woundiny,'  others,  —  the  British,  no  doubt,  expecting' 
to  repeat  the  easy  slaii,u;liter  of  Jicxinut'iii.  'i'hc 
volley  was  returned,  and  two  ol"  the  Uritisli  were 
killed  and  others  wounded.  They  retreated  in 
disordei'.  pui'sued  tty  the  niikitia  nvcv  the  kridue. — 
and  this  is  the  famous  buttle  <;f  Coneord. 

At  noon,  Col.  Santh,  obser\ing'  the  rapid  increase 
of  the  nulitia,  thought  it  [irudent  to  connnenee  his 
march  to  Boston.  It  was  not  too  soon.  'khe 
minute  men  were  floekinu'  in  from  the  neighboring 
towns,  ami  a  ])eril()us  ruad  was  lielbre  them  thi'uugli 
an  aroused  and  hostile  country.  The  main  eohnnn 
left  Concord  a  little  alter  twelve  o'clock,  eovereil 
by  a  strong  tkmking  guard  on  the  I'idge  of  the  hill 
to  their  lelt.  At  Mei-rianrs  coi'ner  an  attack  was 
made,  and  a  severe  skirndsh  ensued,  in  \\hii-h  sc\eral 
of  the  British  \\'erc  killetl.     The  Amei'icans,  alter 
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(liis,  Coiiulit  ('•,[(•]]  iiiiiii  i'di'  liiiii.<('ir;  every  wiill  (oi'UmmI 
a  Iii'ea^lwoi'k  ;  exci-y  lliieket  on  thai  hilly,  ikiitmw, 
'Woody  road  a  i'm-t.  till  it  seemed  to  the  llrili.-li,  as 
one  o!'  llu'ir  ollieeis  wrote,  that  the  wall,-  were 
"lined  with  lire,"  and  the  hill-'  ,-wai'nie(|  with  ]-el)els 
''as  ir  they  di'opped  IVoiii  the  (douds.''  As  they 
passed  alonu"  the  hi'iii  Li'roiind  in  Lineolii,  the  men 
of  ^\'^ol)iirn  eauie  in,  one  Innidreil  ;ind  eighty  strong 
and  till'  TiLiiit  i';i;^'e(l  Hereelw  'I'lie  march  lieii'an  to 
assume  the  a]>i(ear;Miee  ol'  a  lli,L;hl.  (.'ol.  Smith,  the 
eonnnander,  was  sesci-tdy  wounded  while  urging  on 
liis  troojis.  As  they  deseemled  the  hill  into  the 
villa^i'e  ol'  liexiniilon,  the  |u-o\incials  pi'essed.  still 
more  (dosely  npon  them:  and,  weary  M'itli  the  hmg 
niareh,  eneumhereil  liy  man}  woundetl.  [heir  aunnu- 
nilion  ulmost  e\hanste(|.  the}'  hui-rie(l  hy  the  sceuc 
of  the  mornim:'">  luiteln.'r}'  ahnost  in  he;idlonu'  rout.. 
Aliout  two  o'eloek,  a  mile  lielow  the  ehni'eh,  the 
olHeers  {)ressed  lludr  wuy  to  the  i'ront,  and,  by 
threats  of  instiint  death,  sueeeeiled  in  t'ornnm;'  the 
ranks  oni'e  more,  under  a  deadl}'  tire.  'I'he  whole 
I'oree  nnist  have  surrendei'ed  sjieedil}-  had  not  i-eliet' 
uri'ived. 

o 
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Gen.  Ga<^'C  had  received  eai'ly  in  tlie'  inoniiiig 
tlie  re(|iu'st  IVti'  reiiirorceiueiits  despaleliiMl  hy  Cnl. 
Siuilli  as  lie  passed  tlintiiiili  West  Caiiilii'idii'c,  and 
at  nine  o'elnelc  t\vel\(_'  Inmdi'ed  men  with  two  licld- 
pieees,  uiuhn"  eonunand  of  L(n-(\  l^Qivy,  inai'eh(_'d  out 
throuu'li  Ro\l)ury,  in  ch'i'ision  of  tlie  Americans,  to 
the  tune  of  Yankee  J^o(MUe.  I'he  men  of  that 
time  used  to  nay  that  the  liritisli  went  out  phiying 
Yaidcee  Doodle,  and  came  hack  daneing  it.'^ 

The  appearance  of  this  stroiisa,'  detachmeid  still 
further  excited  tlie  fears  of  the  W'W  who  remained 
in  tlieir  homes  upon  oiii'  main  street.  A  little  uirl, 
named  Xahby  lIlael<.inu,lon,  as  the}'  mareli<.'d  by,  Avas 
watching'  her  mother's  c(nv  ^vhile  she  fed  1>n'  the 
road-side ;  the  cow  took  her  way  directly  through 
the  })assing  eolunm,  and  the  child,  failliful  to  her 
trust,  followed  Ihi-ough  the  ranks  l)ristliug  with 
bayonets.  '' AVe  A\'ill  not  hurt  the  child,"  they  said.i- 
Deacon  E})liraim  Cuttei-  used  to  tell  his  grand- 
children how",  when  he  was  a  boy  eight  years  old. 
he  heard  the  measured  tread  of  the  soldiers  as  of 

*  Mrs.  Lytlia  Pcirce. 
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one  mail,  and  saw  the  Ixii-iiislicd  ariii.s  and  liriLilil 
bayonets  ii-Iittorinjij  in  llic  suidiLiiit.  I(ji)kinu'  liki;  a 
iluwiuj;'  rivci'.* 

Lord  Percy's  reinforrenient  luul  Iteeii  delaycil  for 
a  little  time  at  IJriL^lituu  ))rid'-;e,  the  jilanks  of 
Avliirli  had  been  taken  njt  !>}■  llie  din_'ctio:i  ol'  the 
Ooniuiitteo  of  Safety.  J5iit,  inirnrtnnalely,  they  were 
sinipl}'  piled  \\\)  on  tlie  Caniliridu'e  side,  and  it  A\'as 
the  work  of  l)ut  a  few  moments  to  replace  them 
snffieiently  to  allow  the  troops  to  pa<s.  When, 
however,  a  eon^'dy  of  |)rovisious  mid  ^applies  in 
charii'c  of  a  seriivant's  uiuird,  InllowiiiLi'  in  the  rear 
of  the  main  l>ody,  came  to  the  liridii'e,  Ihey  eould 
not  cross  so  easily;  and,  in  the  delay  iiiciih-nt  to 
makiiii;-  it  passable  by  the  heavy  wa.u'ons,  and  mis- 
led fiy  false  direction  as  to  llie  road,  they  became 
so  far  separated  iVom  the  troo|(s  that  they  conld 
receive  no  itrotection  from  them.  ^Meantime  an 
cx})ress  Avas  sent  postduisti?  irom  Old  Ca.mbrid,^'*'  to 
avlenotomy,  bearing-  the  iidbrmation  that  thc-c  .-ap- 
plies Avere  on  the  Avay.  Several  of  our  men  met  at 
once  in  Coojicr's  tavern,  Avhicli  stood  on  the  present 


*  Mi'j.  Il^niv  AVlittcniore. 
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site  of  Wliitlniioi'c's  lioti'l,  Id  I'onii  sonic  i)!;iii  Cor 
ca]iliiiiiiji-  tliciii.  Tlii'V  wrvi-  oi;  the  cxciiijits,  oi- 
alarm  li-t  as  it  was  calliMl,  all  old  iiicii,  loi-  cNcry 
youiiji'  man  \\a<  llial  day  iirariT  tlic  post  of  (laii'^'ci-. 
There  were  Ja^ou  i;«'lkiiai»  ami  .loc  IJclkiiaii,  Jaiia^s 
r)ii(lu.\',  Israel  ^Teatl  ami  Ammi  ("iitlcr.  I)a\iil  Lam- 
.soii,  ami  ollicrs,  in  all  alMuit  iwmlvc.  Some  of  tliciii 
liad  liocii  soldiers  in  (he  l-'rciicli  ^var,  and  a'i'c  liad 
not  impaired  tlieir  e(Mii'a'i'e.  They  chose  foi'  their 
lead(,'r  I)a\id  Lam^oii.  a  nmlatto,  who  had  served  in 
the  war,  a  man  of  umlonhteil  ln-a\'er\'  and  deteiani- 
nation.  'I'hey  look  llirii'  [xi-ition  (just  here  to  tlie 
vi^-lit)  liehind  a  liank  wall  of  earth  and  stones, 
lietween  the  pci.'senl  dwellinu's  of  Col.  Thomas 
linssell  and  (}eor,uo  C.  Iinssell.  The  conNov  soon 
made  its  appt'ai-anee.  As  it  eame  hetween  thnn 
and  the  meetinu-diouse  of  tli<^  First  P;wis]i.  Lamson 
ordered  liis  men  to  j-ise  and  aim  direeth'  at  the 
horses,  and  called  out  to  ihem  to  surrender.  Xo 
reply  was  made,  hut  the  (lri\ers  whi])ped  up  their 
teams.  I.amson's  men  Iheu  lii-ed,  killiim'  several  of 
tlie  horses,  and,  accordiuL;'  to  some  accounts,  killiuLf 
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two  ol*  tlu'  iiKMi  and  \\'()ini(liii;j:  otlicrs.'""  One  of  the 
bullets  passed  tln'oii^'li  llic  IVont  door  ol"  the  cliurcli. 
'I'lic  iViiiiiteiied  di-i\iTS  leaped  I'vowi  IImmt  plaee^,  ami, 
with  tlie  Li'iiards,  ran  direelly  to  llu,'  sliore  of  Spy 
Tomh  into  whieh  tlie}'  threw  their  li'tins.  One  ol' 
them,  lio\ve\'ei-,  it  is  said,  heiit  his  n])  over  a  >loMe- 
wall,  as  they  had  been  ordere(l,  ;il  all  e\"enls,  no!  to 
allow  their  arms  to  be  sei-\ieeabh;  to  the  •■  relnds.'' 
They  then  Iblhjwed  the  westerly  shore  of  the  pond, 
till,  neai'  Sprinu'  Valley,  they  nn/t  an  <ild  woman, 
nami.'d  luolher  llathei-ieh,  diu'Liim:'  ilandidion-',  to 
whom  they  siirrenderi'd  themselves,  askinix  her  pro- 
teetion.  She  led  them  to  the  house  oT  ('apt. 
Ephraini  Frost,  whei-e  there  was  ii  party  of  our 
men,  saying  to  her  prisoners,  as  slie  gave  them  nj), 
''If  you  ever  live  to  get  bai/k,  yon  tell  King  (Jeoi'gc 
that  an  old  woman  look'  six  of  his  grenadiers  ])ris- 
oners."  i"      'J'hey  wei'e  kindly  Ireateil  till  exehanged. 

*  A  hand-bill  ^vlth  forty  collius  at  its  head,  one  in  memory  of 
each  of  the  Araerit'ous  slain,  distributed  in  the  country  shortly 
after  the  Ijattle,  mentions  this  nundier,  addini,'  that  one  of  the 
killed  Mas  a  lieutenant,  who  had  eome  out  with  the  convoy  for 
recreation  and  to  view  the  country. 

t  Dr.  Benjamin  Cutter. 
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TIk!  <(|uili  went  (lie  rdiiiids  of  llic  lOii'alisli  opposi- 
tion ])ai»ei's,  "  ll'  one  old  ^';^llk('(•  woinaii  can  take 
six  liTriiadiri's,  how  iiiauy  .-oldicr,-  will  it  i'(''4iiirL' 
to  coiniiici'  Aiiu'i'ica  ?  "" 

Mranwliilc,  our  pcopU'  lo<t  no  time  in  sccin-inn' 
tlit'ir  pi'izo.  Tlio  wa^^oiis  woi'o  drawn  down  into 
tlir  hollow,  jiisl  norlhca.-^t  of  ihc  Railroad  Station. 
-wIh'i-c  any  ono  took  from  them  what  he  wantnl.  A 
lioy  thirlecn  years  old  thinking-  he  iniuht  lake  somc- 
thinii-  as  well  as  the  I'c'st,  sci-in-cd  a  soldit'r's  pack 
and  lilankri,  and  with  his  |iri/,e  liin-ri(M|  oil'  to  his 
mother,  who  was  at  the  Whittemoiv  honse  near 
Mystic  river.  When  they  saw  what  he  had,  they 
would  not  e^en  allow  him  to  enter  the  house,  tlu'y 
were  so  teai'tid  that  ihi'y  would  tlnis  draw  upon 
themselves  the  \e'mi'eanee  of  'the  r>rili<h. 

It  was  pr(dialil\'  the-  oflieer  of  this  convoy  wlio 
was  seen  deail  just  1)ehind  the  <dd  Adams  h(3use; 
they  knew  it  was  an  ollieer,  they  said,  for  his  •■  hut- 
tons  were  all  i[uarters  of  a  dollar.'"'''  The  marks 
of  blood  tijMin  tin'  road  were  ellVieed.  and  the  livinii; 
horses    driven    over    to    ^le(.Uord  ;     and    as    foi-    llie 


*  Mrs.  lA'tlia  Pi.irce. 
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(lead  ones,  IJcv.  ^[1-.  Cooke  llioii-lii  H  ,,,!..],(  i,x,,o>'c 
<ii<'  (own  t(;  III.'  vriinvaiicc  of  Hi,.  tr,,(,p,~  on  {\u'\v 
i-ctiii-ii,  il'llic^c  wnv  Irll  in  si-lil,  iiiid  lir  will,  oilici-.s- 
(lr:i,U-,UV(l  thrill  over  (o  the  lir|,l  just  this  siih-  of 
Sl)nii-'  vuWvy,  whnv  the  l.oiirs  hiv  l.h'arhiii-  lor 
many  years/-"  (\,1.  'i'liomas  Russell,  to  w  Ik, 111  1  am 
iiidelited  I'ov  aliinot  the  \vliole  oi'  this  iiieidciil.  he 
liaviiiu-  heard  it  IVoui  tlu'  li[)s  of  Paviil  Laiinou  and 
other  actors  in  tlu;  al'lair,  reiiieinbers  well,  when  a 
]ad,  playiuu'  with  those  ohl  bones,  and  ihrowiii"' 
some  of  them  (_i\-er  into  the  i»on(l. 

So  to  \Vest  Cambrid.u'e  beloii^-s  the  honor  of 
makiiiii'  the  first  .-apture  of  provisions  and  stores. 
and  also  of  prisoners,  in  tin-  American  le'voln- 
iioii. 

As  some  ol'  the  party  ^\el■e  relurniiiLi-  honii',  after 
Iho  eapliiiw  at  .Mill  ,-treet  they  niel  Lieiit.  I'Mward 
Thoroton  (ioiild  of  tin'  [''om-th,  or  "Kiiiu-'s  Own," 
lieg'iment  of  foot,  who  Iia\in,u'  been  wonmh-d  in  the 
ankle  at  Concord  brid>i;e,  was  eominu'  bade  |o  jlos- 
toii  alone  on  horseltaek.      They  took"  him  prisoner, 


*  MLss  Bradsliaw,  giaiul-daii"litor  of  Mr.  Cooke. 
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niid  carrioil  liiiii   llr,-t  to  Aiiniii   (.'iiKit's.  ami  aClcr- 
wards  to  McMllbrd.  ■•'" 

It  was  alxjiil  two  o'clock  in  llic  aCtcnioon  wlicn' 
the  I'ciiil'orccinciit  iiiidcr  Lord  rcrc\-  met  llic  Imr- 
rasscd  Ciiu-Iliw'S  iVom  ('(.)iicoi'd.  ]'(_'i-c\'  ])laccd  liis 
rR'ld-l)icccs  (.>li  the  lu'ow  oC  ihi'  hill  l)e\-oiid  the  Moil- 
I'oo  tavern,  a  mile  helow  tin.'  Leximiton  church,  and 
lormed  his  forces  into  a  hollow  s(|iiafc  williiu  which 
lie  reeei\'eil  the  W()rii-r)iit  soldiers.  •• 'L'he^•  la\- down 
ou  the  ,t^i'ound,  with  theii'  toiiu'ncs  haiiii'ini:'  trom  their 
mouths,  nice  down's  alter  a  cha<e."' 

Lord  Percy  ha<l  now  under  his  connnand  about 
cig;hteeu  hundred  veteran  ti-oops,  the  wvv  flow('r  of 
the  British  army,  —  and  yet  he  did  not  deem  it  salb 
to  tarry  louj;-.  After  a  half  hour's  rest  the  I'etreat 
was  resumed.  'Jdie  liiiht  inlantry  and  u'n'uadiers 
formed  the  advance,  —  the  wiunided  \\cre  carried 
in  the  centre  in  such  \ehicles  as  they  could  seize, — 
while  the  fresh  troops  furni-hed.  the  llankiuLi'  parties 
and   l)rou,uiit   up  the   i-ear.     From   that    tiuic   (heir 

*  lAeut.  Gould's  artidavit  was  ainonj^  the  depositions  taken 
uiuIlt  the  direction  of  tlie  I'lovinrial  Ccmgre-s,  and  forwarded  to 
Enghnul  iiinuediately  after  the  battle,  Ijy  a  swift  ves-rl. 
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retreat  was  inarkrd  by  iinlisi-iaiiiiiiatc  ))illa'j'e  ami 
wanton  (lestnicl  ion.  Tin'  sti'on^-  jlankinu'  ,!^'ii!ir»ls 
on  eitlu'i'  side  'j:i[\v  tlicni  opporliniii y  IVn'  Niolciiee 
and  plunder.  Jlardly  a  dwrllinu'  on  llirii'  way 
eseajied.  On  tlic  suniinit  ol"  \vlial  we  eall  ••  Peiree's 
Hill"  was  a  house  occiijticil  liy  .Mr.  Ivoliliin-^.  'I'lir 
I'aiuilv  liad  lied  on  llic  a]ipi'oacli  of  llu'  enemy.  The 
Hank  liuard  ran.-a'.'keil  llie  piemises,  di.'-li'oyed  the 
eloek,  ami  set  a  lire  on  the  kitehiui  (li_)or^  \\-lMrh  was 
extiniiuislieil  I>y  the  wet  (dotlies  lallinu'  upmi  it,  after 
it  had  burned  oil'  the  line's.  ••" 

They  liroke  into  what,  is  n(jw  the  iip})ei'  end  of 
the  old  tavern,  where  .Mr.  Cutler,  a  rich  farmer  and 
l)utelier.  then  li\-ed.  TIk.'  llunily  had  all  u'one  U)  a. 
pilaee  of  safety,  and  the  soldiers  earried  oil'  what 
they  eould.  left  the  tap-^  of  the  molasses  and  s))irit 
easks  open,  deslro\-e<l  furnilure.  drove  a.  bayonet 
thi'ou^'h  the  best  nni'ror,  the  frame  of  which  is  still 
p)reser\e<l,i'  inllau'tid  the  drawers,  and  set  ihe  h(juse 
oil  lire.  A  faithful  slaw,  howevei-,  had  watelu'd 
from  a  safe  distance  the  proeeediu'^s,  ami.  as  soon 
a.S  the  soldiei's  left,  exiinu'uished  the  llames. 


*  Mrs.  I.ydia  Pl-u-cc. 
tTluinias  Hall. 
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Dca.  Jos(,']j1i  Adams,  \vlin  l<.iirw  lliat  liis  life  would 
be  ill  danu'oi",  l)()th  on  acrniiut  oC  his  naiiic.  and  also 
iVoiii  his  reputation  I'or  iialriotic  zeal,  Imt  tliiid<in<^- 
that  they  would  not  harm  women  and  ehihlnMi,  as 
the  troops  came  in  siii'ht  h't't  his  lu»use,  ntjw  (x^aipied 
by  Henry  J.  Locke,  (the  oiaumial  house  still  stand- 
iuji",  as  the  present  L  part,)  and  lied  across  the  Tudds. 
He  was  liotl\'  pursued,  and,  as  he  w;i,s  runninu'  under 
the  cover  of  the  stone  walls,  he  heard  the  ludlets 
whistle  over  his  head.  He  ke])t  on,  however,  and 
had  just  time  to  cover  liimsell'  over  iu  the  haydol't 
in  Rev.  ^Ir.  Cooke's  Ijarn,  (still  standin<:"  and  owned 
by  Miss  Bradshaw,)  when  his  pursuers  came  uji  and 
beg'an  to  searcli  for  him,  sticldui!:  their  bayonets 
liere  and  there  into  the  liay.  They  did  not  dai'e  to 
remain  Ioiil'',  and  Ik'  escaped."''' 

^[eantime  a  detachment  of  the  soldiers  had  burst 
open  the  doors  and  entei'cil  his  hou-i'.  The  ti\e 
childi'cn  had  hidden  under  the  ln'tl.  and  <ni  it  was 
lyiui;;  the  mother  with  her  infant,  l)ut  little  more 
than  a  fortnight  (jld.i'     A  soldier  opened  the  curtains' 


*Miss  Bradshaw. 

t  The  infant  manv  of  us  ri.'nieiiibc-r  as  Mrs.  James  Hill. 
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uiid  i>oiuf('(l  liis  Itayoiii't  at  lier  liroa-st ;  >^lie  ci'ii'd  out 
I'ov  iiici'cy.  tiiul  aiiDtlicr  soldirr  \slio  sIdoiI  iicai',  .sai«l, 
"We  ^^■ill  not  linii  llie  avohkui  il'  slic  \\\\\  t^'o  fuit  of 
the  liouse.  lint  wo  will  siii-cly  I)iini  il."  She  tlirew 
a  l)h'mk(^t  over  her.  and  with  h(_M-  iulaiit  in  ln-i'  arms, 
crawh'il  ti)  tlie  eorii-liai-n  elose  \^y\  whih'  thc\'  pro- 
ceeded ^vith  their  woi-k  of  pilhiu'e.-''  They  emptied 
the  drawers  into  sheets,  made  humUes  of  the  most 
\'aUial>h'  llnnu's.  and  cNcn  took"  onl  (lie  marhinery  of 
the  ohl  clock,  tlie  case  of  Ashieli  still  lemaius  an 
lieirdoom  in  tlie  family.  The  children  avci'c  not 
disturlit'd  in  their  retreat,  and  from  licneath  the  hed 
"watched  the  feet  of  tln_^  soldiers  moving'  aluKit  the 
room.  J(Kd  Adanr-^,  a.  lioy  of  lune  years  old,  curi- 
osity gettinLi:  the  lietter  of  his  fears,  lifted  up  a 
corner  of  the  valance,  to  get  a  better  \iew  of  the 
strange  ])ro(.'eedings  in  their  home.  A  soldier  saw 
him,  and  said,  "  Why  dou't  you  come  out  here?"' 
The  lioy  answcreil,  •■  Vou'U  kill  me  if  1  do."  '-No 
we  Avou't,"  the  soldien'  replieil.  au<l  the  hoy  came  out 
of  liis  hiding-place,  and  iollo\\'ed  them  round.  His 
fatlicr  was  deacon  of  the  church;  and  had  charge  of 

*  See  Note  B. 
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the  eoimuiiiHoii  sci'vin'.  .loci  saw  tlnMii  lal^c  his 
niotlicr's  s|M)Mns  and  ollirr  \aliial)lcs  willioiil  a  wnnl. 
l)Ut  wlii'ii  (Iicy  |ir()ci'ctlc(|  to  lake  possession  of  lli(.' 
saciXMl  utensils,  lie  coiiM  I'l-slraiii  liiniscU"  no  lonuoi-. 
and  in  luMTor  and  indiLinal  ion  ci'icil  ont,"I)on'l  \-ou 
toueh  IhcMU  "ere  lliinu's  !  Haddy  "1  lick  \on,  if  \()ii 
d(i."'  Much  ti)  lli(>  boy's  sin'pii-c.  the  lln'rat  Avus 
disroii'ardcd  ;  tlie  coinnninion  ser\ice,  and  with  it  tlie 
sil\-er  tankard  u'ivon  to  tin,'  chniTh  in  I7('i!>  li\-  .lona- 
tlian  IJntterlield,  was  caiaacil  to  iJoslon  and  pawned 
to  a  silvcrsnutli  by  the  name  of  Aii-lin.  SeeinL!'  b\ 
the  insei'iplion  i'coni  whence  it  came,  he  inlbnned 
I)ea.  Adams  \\'hei-e  it  ^^'us,  and  that  lie  could  ha\'e  il 
for  the  ])rioe  ])aid  the  soldiers.  Alter  the  eNuciui- 
tiou  of  JJostou  the  iwn  deacons  redeenu-il  it  at  their 
own  expense,  and  restoiH'd  it  to  tin'  ehiindi  :  and  on 
every  I'onnnunion  day  that  same  -iher  tankard 
staiuls  on  the  table,  as  we  remeiidier  our  .Master. 
Alter  tlie  Biiti^h  had  mnirly  stripped  the  house  they 
emptied  a  basket  of  c]n]»s,  which  stooil  li\-,  upon  ilie 
middle  of  the  llooi'.  put  a  brand  iVoni  the  Jire-]ilaee 
info  them,  l>roke  up  and  piled  on  the  top  the  llai;-- 
liottomed  eliairs,  and  hdt    the   house   to  tlestruct  ion. 
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The  fire  Avas  cxtiimni'lied  liy  the  cliildrcn,  nt  tin* 
expense  of  a  ])()t  (tl"  lll)lll('-l)l•^■^\•e(]  liccr,  aiwl  with 
water  fVoiii  a  cask  oiitsiilc,  Iml  not  until  the  Ihjor 
■\vas  l)adly  burnetl,  tlie  cciliny;  well  smoked,  and  even 
the  pewter  jilates  in(dted  on  the  dresser.'^ 

Jason  lliissell  lived  in  what  is  now  t,'alle(l  the 
Teel  house,  the  main  part  oi'  which,  A\ith  its  solid 
oak  tinilicrs  cut  Iiel\\'een  the  house  and  the  chui'cli, 
is  very  little  chani^vd  since  that  time.  ]jein,t,^  old 
and  lame  he  had  started  at  noon  with  his  wile  and. 
children  to  go  u}»  lor  safety  to  (Jeoi'ii'e  Prentiss'  on 
the  hill,  luit  after  ]>r()cecilin,i:;  a  little  way  he  let  them 
go  on  alone,  and  came  hack  to  look  after  things  at 
home.  lie  ban-icaded  his  gate  Avith  bundles  of 
shinii'les,  nuU<in<>'  Avhal  he  thonuht  would  be  a  good 
cover  Irom  which  to  lire  on  the  enemy  as  they 
returned.  Ammi  Cutter,  his  neighbor,  came  from 
his  house  across  the  brook  to  see  ^Iv.  Ivussell,  and 
advised  him  to  go  to  a  place  of  greater  security. 
He  refused,  saying,  ''An  Englishman's  house  is  his 

*;Mrs.  Thomas  Hall,  grand-daughtLT  of  Mrs.  Adams.  Rev. 
Mr.  15ro-\vn's  semion  on  James  llill.  S.  G.  Uamoii's  ai title  in 
Chri>tian  Register,  Oet.  28,  1854. 
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(.•asUc.""  My.  Oiittcr  left  liim,  and  as  lie  ^vas  o'cdinu- 
()\vv  the  \v:\\\  on  llic  ollici-  siilc  ol'  the  I'oatl,  lie  .-aw 
the  advance  ol'  the  llankiuu'  parly  close  Ix'IuikI  liini. 
He  ran,  and  slunililinn,-  fell  lietween  tlie  1ol;-s  at  the 
old  mill,  th(_'  Indicts  strikinii-  oil"  the  hark  upon  him. 
Tliey  tlionuht  he  was  dead  and  ))assed  on.  The 
flaid<in^'  party  sonlh  of  the  i-oad  had,  meanwhih;^ 
made  a  circuit  alonu'  the  loot  of  the  hill,  and  driven 
in  the  Americans  who  un.-ir-^piciousK-  ■were-  Ivinu'  in 
wait  there,  ])ressin!j,'  them  down  ui)on  the  main  hody. 
Findinu,-  no  other  chance  of  escape,  they  rushed  into 
Mr.  Russell's  house.  ^fr.  liussell  himself,  bein;^- 
lame,  was  the  last  to  reach  tlie  liouse,  and  was  shot 
with  two  bullets  in  his  own  doorway;  tliev  found 
afterwards  eleven  bayonet  stal)S  on  the  bodv  of  the 
poor  old  man.  The  soldirrs  rushed  in,  killiui!'  all 
they  eould  lind  concealed  in  various  ])arts  of  the 
house.  The  UcNerly  men  and  some  others,  eiuht  in 
all,  fled  to  the-cellai',  and  point ini^-  their  giuis  up  the 
stairs,  threatened  instant  death  to  any  one  wlio 
should  come  down,  and  they  esea])ed.  One  En,u-lish- 
man  was  shot  on  the  cellar  stairs,  and  another  else- 
where on  the  premises.     After  plundering-  the  house 
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tlicy  went  away  Icavinii'  owv  iiicii  in  llic  cellar  >-a\\\  — 
not  ve'iituriiiLi,'  down  llmt  ii:ii'i-o\v  way.  wliirli  was 
certain  death  to  the  lir,-t  wlio  atlcnijtlccl  it.  Onr 
pcojjlo  ^•athcrod  up  tin:  Amcriran,-^  wlio  were  killed 
iu  and  aliout  the  lioii^i;,  ami  laid  llieni  side  hy  side 
ill  the  -south  room,  and  when  Mrs.  Uiissell  eame  Itaek 
tu  her  home  she  t'ound  there,  welterinu'  in  tlieir  own 
blood,  hei'  huslianij  and  ele\en  otliers.  She  saiij 
the  blood  in  that  room  was  almost  ank'le  deep. 
The  house  itseli'  ^\■as  riddled  with  bnllets.  ami  the 
marks  of  them  in  many  places  are  siill  \isibl('. 
The  same  blood-stained  lloor  remained  on  that 
room  till  a  year  a,iio.  ■•' 

It  was  pr<)babl}'  here  that  se\<'n  «»!'  the  l)anvers 
men  Avere  killed,  'i'hey  had  li'one  into  a  walled 
enclosure,  and  piled  bundles  ol'shinu'h's  to  streniithen 
their  breast-Avork,  and  A\'hile  there  were  surprised 
by  the  Hank  <;iiard.i- 

l^ev.  ^[r.  Cooke,  now  nearly  seventy  years  old, 
was  a  marked  man,   because  he  had    been   so  out- 

*  Col.  Thomas  Russell  and  Mrs.  Tecl,  f;raiidthildrcn  of  Jason 
RussL'U. 

fl).  P.  King's  address  at  Danvers. 


40 


ADDRESS, 


ppoken  in  the  oiuiso  of  (Vcedoin.  And  wlicn  onO) 
watcliinii'  on  IIk-  Iiill  just  lidiind  tliL'  ]iars()n;i!i;e> 
repcH'tod  lliat  lie  saw  llu'  liaynncts  u'lisk'niuLi'  'Ui  the 
Ijoxinu'ton  road,  lii<  son  Sainiit'l  took  the  (dd  u'l'idhr 
inan,  nnicli  ati'ainst  his  wilh  into  the  chaise,  and 
carried  him  o\-er  lo  Mr.  ('hirla'"s,  in  the  vA'j:^  of 
Watertown.  >\rr.  (N)olx'e  owned  llie  only  'while 
liorse,  and  the  (ndy  eliais(>  in  town,  "■•'  and  tlie  story 
is  told  of  tlie  little  boy,  who,  Aviicn  lie  saw  tliat 
chaise  eoniinu',  hid  behind  the  wall  in  \'enera1ion 
and  awe  of  the  minister.  The  parscjnauv,  owned 
now  l)y  ]\Iiss  Uradshaw.  a  Lirand-dauuhter  of  ]\[r. 
Cooke,  was  nsed  as  a  hospital  after  the  Itattle,  and 
the  stain  of  blood  is  still  on  the  floor,  Mhei'e  they 
lifted  in  a  wonnded  man  at  the  window. j-  There 
is  also  the  hole  of  a  bnllet  throni^'h  the  shutter,  ami, 
in  fact,  nearly  all  the  houses  then  stand inii-  on  the 
street  were  thus  nuirked. 

As  the  troops  eontinned  their  retreat,  they  ])lnn- 
dercd  the  lionse  next  above  the  LTni\ersalist  ehnrt-h, 
trampled  to  pieces  on  the  lloor  the  year's  stock  of 
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candles  w'liicli   liad  just    lic<'ii   iiiailc,  snia.-licil    in    iIk; 
jtaiK'ls   ol"    a    lHi(»k-ca>r    wliirli    is   still     in    f\i-ti'iuu', 
and     Ii'I'l     the    liiiildin;^-    on     lii-c.      'rii('\-    cnlciHMl     tli(! 
lilll(,'  store  then  kept    on  tlie  cornel-  oC  W'atei-  Street 
l)y  Thomas  lUi^st'll  (the  ,L;-i'eat-i;randl'at  her  of  Thomas 
Ik'iii'v  Russell,  who   now   has   his   store  on  the  same 
spot),    cai'ryinn-    away    and     (h'sfroyinu'    what     they 
cuuhh    and     h'a\inu'     the     taps    ol'    the    harrel.s    ol" 
mohisses  and    li(jiior  open.      The   ohl  Adam<  house, 
^vhich  a  lew  yeai's   ago   stood  (d(js('  to   tlie  station, 
received  its    i'tdl   share  oi'   lionoralile    bulh't-marivs, 
lieint;'   lirst   in   I'ldl  raiisi'e  of  the  American,  and    then 
ol'  the    Hialish,   Jii-e.      Ii   is   said    that    one   imiii,  sur- 
j)rise<l    iu  this  house,  saved   his   liCe    by  idimhine-  u]) 
into  the  l)ig  clnmney,  and  standimi'  on  the  eross-})ole 
rr(jm   which   the    kettles    were   hunu".      it    wa-   ahout 
i'uur  o'clock   in   the  al'ternooii   wlien   the   main   liody 
})assed   thrmiuh  the  centi'c  ol'  West  Camliridu'e,  and 
here   the  I'l.uiil    u'rew  mori.'   des])erate.      The   Ameri- 
cans  bej^'au   to   los(_'   their   Tear   oi'  the   cannon,   and, 
after  they  descended  i'lom  the  hi.;h  around  nea)-  the 
"  l<\)(it   ul'  the   Koeks,"   hail   pressed   closer  upon   the 
shattered    I'anks    of   the   enemy.      'I'lie    militia    iVo'.n 
4* 
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the  lower  towns  cumc  in.  (Jen.  IFfittli,  wlio  took 
coniiiiand  of  our  lu'oplc  at  fiCxiiiL^'toii,  Iricd  to  bi'lniu^ 
into  niilitai-y  order  tli(>  scalU'i-cd  ]ir<»vin('ials,  and 
Josopli  AVarrcn  wa-^  ('\ci-y\vlii'r('  in  tlic  lliickcst  of 
the  li^'ht,  urLiini!:  them  on :  imh^eilj  ]r'  narrowly 
escaped  with  liis  life,  a  Imllrt  passini;-  so  near  his 
head  that  it  sliMick  the  "pin  onl  of  the  liair  of  his 
cardoek."  - 

Here  Samuel  Wliittemoi-e  wa-  left  for  dead,  lie 
was  awakened  in  the  nidit  in  Ins  house  uinlcr  the 
great  elms,  and,  as  we  mi'ntioin'(l  1)clV)i'(',  lookinti" 
out  saw  the  liayom'ts  ii'listcnini;-  in  the  inoonli^'ht. 
His  wife,  early  in  the  nu)rnin'i\  made  her  ^jrejiara- 
tions  to  iro  for  safety  to  her  son's  house  near 
Mystic  River,  and,  ^\ilen  she  was  ready,  slic  looked 
around  for  her  husband,  tliinkinu'  that,  of  course,  as 
lie  was  more  than  eiixhty  years  old  he  would  g'o 
Avith  her.  She  found  him  oilinir  his  musket  and 
pistols,  and  sluirpcniuL!:  his  s^\'ord,  for  in  his 
younger  days  he  had  liccn  an  oHlcer  in  the  uiilitia. 
She  urged  him  to  go  with  her;  luit  no,  he  was 
"going    u}i    in    toAsn."'       As    the    Critish     on    theii" 

*  Memoirs  of  Gen.  Heath. 
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rcti'oat  wore  ]iassiiii!;  lhi-(jUL;'li  tlic  ccnlrr,  tlii-y 
halted  a  inoincnt  )>y  the  cliiii-cli.  11«'  hiy  iimlcr 
cover  c)l"  :i  wall  near  \\'!ierc  the  Iviisscjl  srliool-lioiiso 
now  stands,  and  liriMl  smne  hall'  dozen  shots  al  the 
enemy.  Jle  hail  just  h)ad(Ml  his  <j:\\\\,  ^\•hen  Ihj 
hcai'd  the  wall  rattle  ami  saw  (i\'e  sohlicrs  of  the 
llank-u'uai'd  ai»j»roarhiiii;,'  liim  shouhlcr  to  shoulder. 
r>eside  lieim;'  ei,Liiit\'  years  old  he  \\-as  laiiie,  and 
knew  that  it  was  ol'  no  rise  to  attempt  to  escape. 
With  his  mnsket  he  shot  one  of  the  soldiers,  and, 
instantly  drawinu'  his  pistol,  tired  at  another.  lie 
aimed  the  seeond  pistol  and  discharii'ed  it  Just  as 
they  lired  at  him;  one  of  tlu'  soldiers  was  seen  to 
ehi])  his  hand  to  his  breast.  As  he  lirctl  the  third 
time  a  hall  struek  him  in  tlu'  head,  and  he  fell  sense- 
less. The  soldiers  heat  him  wilh  tlieii'  muskets, 
bayoneted  him,  and  left  him  I'oi-  dead.  Alter  the 
British  had  passed  hy,  our  people,  limliim'  that 
there  Avas  some  life  left  in  him,  carried  him  to 
Cooper's  tavern,  where  the  surgeon,  Dr.  'ihdls  of 
^FedCord,  said  that  it  Avas  useless  t(_)  dress  his 
wounds,  for  he  could  not  live.  lie  dressed  the 
wounds   howevei',   and   the   old    hero    lived   eiditeen 
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years  {.\i\rv  this,  dyiuu-  in  171I.')  at  tin'  auo  of  08. 
Till'  |)co|)li'  oi'  that  time  ari'oinitiMl  lor  liis  JDii^i'i'sit y 
l.)\'  sayin^i;-  that  -  \\c  lilcd  like  an  nx  "  iViiiii  his 
Wdiiiiils,  ami  throiiLih  the  new  hlmul  Ini'iiidl  ■j:i,t.  a 
new  leasi'  of  lile.  A  ^V()lllall  in  JJoslon,  who  was 
ae(jiiainte(i  with  [x'opje  here,  hcai^l  the  sohlicr.s, 
next  (.hiy,  sayinu'  ••  \Vc  l^iUcd  ;ai  olil  devil  thei'c  in 
Menoloni}-,  but  we  paid  most  too  dear  lor  it,  —  lost 
three  ol'  our  men,  the  last  died  this  niorniuu-."  Tim 
old  lady,  when  hei'  husliand  was  r(;eo\erini:',  eould 
not  forbear  sa\  Iul:-  (as  e\en  the  biv-t  wi\'es  .-oine- 
tinies  will  sayj,  -  Well,  now,  don't  you  wish  y(»u  had 
done  as  1  wanted  you  to  do?"'  "No,''  said  he,  "I 
U'ould  i-un  the  same  chance  auain.'' -'^ 

^eth  Russell  and  Sanuiel  Frost,  of  We<t  Cani- 
bridti'c,  were  taken  jirisoners.  'IdieN'  put  h'rost  (»n  a 
liorse,  and  cut  his  waist-band  strinus  so  that  he 
could  not  easily  rini  away.  They  \\-ere  eai-i'ied  on 
boartl  a  liiiard-ship  in  the  harbor,  and  Avere  soon 
afterwards  exehaniivd. 

dalte/.  Wynian  and  Jason  Winship,  ihouuh  entii-ely 
unarmed,  were  most    liarbaroiislv   killed  and   muti- 


*  r.  II.  Wliittcniore. 


A  D  D  \i  K  S  S .  45 

lated  in  Cooper's  tavern.  The}-  IkhI  cumc  up  to 
iiuiuifo  t]ie  news,  ami  were  surprised  ilieiH'.  'J'lic 
laudlail}',  Mrs.  Coopei',  \\lio  A\'as  Just  uiixiuu'  Hip  at 
tlie  liar,  w  itii  lu-r  lnisl»auil  lied  to  tlie  eelhii'.i-  A 
part  of  tlie  old  laveru-Iunldiniz'  was  uioNcd  iKwt  to 
Mr.  Fowle's  house,  ami  stooil  there  till  within  a  lew 
years;  the  niai'lvs  of  the  hullets  were  still  to  1)0 
seen  ou  its  "walls. 

Edward  Hall,  1st  Lieut,  of  the  Royal  43d  Regi- 
ment, "was  Avounded  in  the  arm  at  Coueord,  and  Avas 
brought  down  in  a  ehaise  in  the  centre  (»!'  the  troops. 
The  horse  was  not  so  swilt  as  tlie  men,  and  Jailing 
a  little  into  tlic  I'ear  he  was  Avoimded  again,  in  the 
shoulder,  this  time  nuu'tally,  near  Sauniel  l>utter- 
iield's.  AVhen  IMi's.  ]>iitterlield,  A\'ho  lived  on  the 
north  side  ol"  the  r^ad.  returned  tij  her  own  house 
slio  found  her  hest  bed  eovci'ed  with  lilood  and 
occupied  by  this  Ib'itish  ollieer.  and  a  woumle(l  rr()- 
vincial  (ITemnaunvay  of  Framingliam,)  in  the  other 
bed.  The  Ameriean  recovered,  but  the  ollieer 
lingered  along  a  fortnight  ami  then  died  having 
received  every  attention  from  his  hostess;  supplies, 

f  Sec  note  C. 
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also,  and  luirscs  fur  liim,  wore  scut  out  I'n'iii  r.ostnii 
willi  a  llai;'  nj'  tnirc.  ()iic  oC  oui'  |k'()[»I('  ("iiin'  into 
the  house,  ami  ujilu'iiidinu'  Mi's.  IJiittcrlicld  as  a  l'»ry, 
licrausc  slu'  li;irl)()i'('(l  lici-  (•()iiiitr_)  "s  ciiciny,  tlircat- 
cned  to  kill  him.  She  told  tho  man,  "  Onl}'  cowai'ils 
would  \\';inl  to  kill  a  dyinu'  man." '•' 

Through  thrii'  whide  roti-cat  the  Hriti-h  hail 
noticed  one  man  in  |iarticuhu\  \\'h<nn  they  leai'iicd 
especially  to  dread.  lie  Miis  an  idd,  uiaydiaircil 
hunter,  named  ^Vyman  id'  W'olturn,  and  he  mde  a 
line  white  horse.  Ife  struck  the  ti'ail  as  they  left 
Concord,  and  A\-ould  ride  up  within  i;Mni>liot,  then 
turning  the  horse  throw  himself  oil",  aim  Jus  ]on,o: 
g-UR  resting  on  the  saddle,  and  that  aim  was  death. 
They  would  say,"  Look  onl,theie  is  the  man  on  tlic 
white  horse."  He  followed  them  tiie  whole  distance, 
and  James  Ivusscll.  the  father  of  James  l\us.-.ell,  Esii.. 
then  a  I103'  (jf  a  dozen  }-ears,  from  liehind  a  house 
on  ('harlestown  sli-eef,  saw  him  gallo[i  across  (Ikj 
l)ro(»k  and  up  the  hill,  pui'sued  hv  a  party  of  the 
Hank  guard  mIio  k'cpt  the  j  da  ins  midway  lictweeu 
Cliarlestown  and   Main   streets.      He  turned,  aimed, 

*  Miss  Deborali  Buttcrtiolil,  cbm-hter  of  Mrs.  15. 
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and  tlic  lioy  .<;n\'  one  <•("  the  l'>i'iti<li  fall.  Tfi,'  rode 
oil,  and  soon  (Ik-  sanic  i;iin  was  licai'd  aiiaiii.  tlii.s 
time  als(_)  witli  deadly  cnin't.--" 

Lieul.  r>o\vnian  met  al  \inlli  ('aiula-idue  u  soldier 
wlio  had  slrau'ul('d  some  distaiiee  tiway  IVom  Ins 
comrades.  It  was  man  to  man  in  single  eoinliat, 
and  il  lia[)[)em_'d  lliat  neillier  \im\\  was  loaded.  'I'liu 
lii'icon  laislied  at  his  an(apinist  with  H\e(l  lia\'onet; 
nothinij,'  (hinnted  IJowman  awaited  the  attaek  with 
chiMied  nur>ket.  and  strikinu-  asiih' the  havonet  wilh 
one  Idow  felled  the  soldier  to  the  ii'roum.l  and  took 
him  prisoner,  i" 

The  AVhittemore  lioy.s,  Jonatlian  and  Josiali,  were 
sitting'  on  a  tenet'  at  some  distanee  Irom  tlu,'  road, 
watching-  what  they  (houiiiit  was  the  pretty  siu'ht  of 
gaily  dressed  soldiers  }tassin;^'  l)y,  till  a  hnllet  struck 
the  rail  just  below  them,  and  -losiah  dro]i[)ed  olf, 
cxclainnn<2;  in  his  friuhi,  •■  Km  dead,""  ^^hicll  was  a 
]»yword  in  the  I'amily  for  many  years.  The  children 
ran  away  at  the  loj)  of  their  s[ieed  to  the  swampa 
behind  the  hou.se,  where  they  .s})ent  the  whole  iiiy,ht.| 

*  Thomas  Hull.     James  ItusscU,  E?q. 
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Alul  thus  the  r>riti-Ii  imssfd  au'aiii  Uciu'atli  tlio.se 
old  L'lm  trees,  not  proudl}'  as  in  the  niDrniii'^-,  liut 
fiigitivet;  iVoni  tliosc  tliey  had  di'spised,  v  ar-wdi'u 
and  weary,  liarasseil  on  evei'v  side,  their  ollieer.s 
on  toot  to  escape  the  (h'adly  aim  of  the  Amerieau 
nuuksnien,  their  centre  encuinl)erc(l  witli  wagons 
bearing  tlieir  \voiuuh'<l,  and  tliey  hail  h-l't  many 
])ravo  comrades  on  the  hills  of  Lexinuton  and  on 
tlic  plains  of  West  Caml»ridLie  slain  in  liehalf  of  an 
unjust  cause.  M(jre  wei'e  kilh'd  on  l)Otli  sides 
within  our  limits  than  in  any  oihei-  town;  at  least 
twenty-two  of  the  Americans,  and  prol)al>l\'  more 
tlian  twiee  that  nundjer  of  the  British,  fell  in  West 
Cambridge.  They  hurried  ahjng,  and  only  thei.i 
speed  and  the  delay  of  Col.  Pickering,  who  was 
coming  \\\)  with  the  line  Essex  regiment  of  seven 
Imndred  men,  saved  them  from  total  rout.  As 
it  was,  the  renmant  of  the  proud  army  reached 
Charlestown  Neek,  and  sought  shelter  nnder  the 
gnns  of  the  ships  of  war  about  sunset,  having  lost 
in  killed,  wounded  and  missing,  two  hundred  and 
seventy-three  men.  The.  ^Vjnerieans  lost  that  day 
forty-nine  killed,  thirty-four  Avounded  and  live 
missiu'T. 
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lU'loi-c  the  next  cNiMiiipj  ihc  Urili.-li  wci'c  luvsicL^-cd 
ill  rmstoii  li\'  an  ai'iiis'  pnilialih  niiinlu'riiiL;'  Icii  iIhmi- 
saiul  iiicii.  Tlic  whole  (■(iiiulrv  wa-  n'[iiTsciitc(l  in 
this  hc'sicLiiii^;'  Inrrc.  The  uiciiall  -larlrtl  I'lom  my 
native  town  in  New  1  lallljl-^llil•(^  <iii  looi  or  (Hi  hni'sc- 
Itaclc  as  thi'v  were  alih'.  as  soon  as  the  I'cjioi't  ciina' 
U)  ihcni  that  the  reiiiihtrs  were  on  the  roaiL  ThoiiLih 
the  town  of  I'otci'lioi-o'  cDiitaiia'd  ihoi  Imt  se\ciily 
or  ciu'ht\'  t'ainilit's,  Iwciiiy-two  of  her  cili/.cns  wccr 
present  at  ihe  halHe  ol'  Ihinker  UlU. —  and  when 
tlie  ni'ws  of  that  hallle  i'eaehe(|  ilie  town  e\eryalih,'- 
l)0(lie(l  man  with  such  weapons  ;is  lie  eouiil  lU'oein'e 
was  on  the  march.  Tlio.-e  on  loot  inaiThed  twenty 
miles  and  then  heai'inLi'  the  re.-idt  tiu'n(.'(|  hack,  Ittil 
those  on  horsehack  [ii'dceeded  as  l':ii'  as  West  ( "aui- 
liritlji'e,  whi're  they  iias^e(l  the  niuht  in  a  hiru'C 
vaeant  honse. 

As  we  Sinn  np  the  amriiish  and  distresses  of  tliat 
da\',  we  must  not  think  that  tho<e  who  aclixclv 
enu'au'ed  in  the  eonlliet  were  the  only  snU'ei-ei's.  It 
n\ay  he  that  the  wives  and  mothers  ol'  oiir  town 
siinered  yet  more.  h'l-om  their  [liaees  of  >arely  on 
the  hills  the\'  eould   hear  the  tlin  of  the  battle,  and 
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tli('\'  kiK.'W  lint  liiil  ciii-li  .-li;ir|i  \ollcy.  ciii'li  caliliitu 
sluM,  rarricil  dculh  In  liiiii  llii'\  Im\ci1.  All  .-nrt-  nf 
c.\;i'^li1'I';lIci|  uikI  iinl(iiiii(li'i|  rr[iorls  rcnrlicd  iIkmii 
of  llic  (Idiim's  of  llif  (|;iy.  \'a'/ii('  riiiiiMr.-^  wen.' 
alloal  (if  |i!(ils  ami  I'onsjdra.cic^.  Tlic  rc|iiirl  was 
spread  aliroad  llial  tin-  slaMv-;  were  iiili'iidiii'_i-  [d 
rise,  a.iid  lini.-li  wlial  llic  l*riti-^li  liad  licjim  liy 
nmi'dri-iim'  ihc  di'lencclc-s  womi'ii  and  rliildi-cii. 
It  cxcihMl  irrrat  coiislcniulioii,  llicrcrdrc.  amoim- 
the  woiiH-ii  Lialliered  at  (icorLi't'  I'nMitis-'.-  njioii  llic 
liill,  when  lliey  saw  l-liiiiaci,  a  iieuTo  >la\<_'  l)el<tii,Li'iii,Li' 
lo  Mr.  C'litlci-,  aiipi-naeldiiL;'  llie  Ikmisc.  Tlicy  tlioii'^lit 
their  tiinr  had  ciiiiic.  Iml  (inc,  a  little  l)i-a\('i-  than 
tlie  rest.  suiiiiiHiiieil  up  courau'e  to  ash,  "  Are  ynii 
li-oinu'  Id  kill  as,  l-;|iinael  ?  "  ••  Loi'iha-niassy,  no 
lua'am!"  said  the  a>tiiin.-~hed  hla.ek.  -  1>  my  mis>is 
here  ?  ■■  - 

'I'lierc  \va^  room  I'oi'  a  litth-  mimiliiiL:'  <il'  ro- 
mance even  in  sncli  scenes.  ,lolm  Tui'ts  had  come 
up  from  Ins  home  in  Soniei'\ille  to  take  his  part 
ill  the  cN'ents  of  the  day.  lie  cliaiiced  to  meet  a 
^■ounu'  woman,  i'di/.alielh  TcriN'  \>v  name,  wauthM-in-'' 


*   Mr.s.  I.ydia  rcirce. 
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in  till'  liclds  ill  a  ^lalc  (if  -Trat  aiixirly  ami  fi'ar- 
'Vliv  \(iniiLi'  man,  tlinir^h  li.'  IkmI  iir\iT  .-ci'ii  Ikt 
hclnrc.  Li'allaiith-  (ili'iMcil  lii-  [(roli'cl  Jdm.  wlii'-h  -lie 
tliankriilly  accciitcd  :  ami.  as  \\i\-  tin'  ic-iill.  il  iiccil 
onh'  lie  said  llial  licr  nanic  al'ldwards  liccaim; 
Eli/aliclli  Tiiris."''" 

'I'licTi'    was  sadness   and    sorrow    in    llicsc    lionics 
when  till'  ])i'.)|i!i'  rclniaicil   to   tlicni.  afU'r   tlir  ciicni) 
had    [la-sod    \<y.       Straiiur    .-rriics    met    tlirir    eves. 
As  Mrs.  Adams  rann;   liarU  to  what    we  n^t/d    to  call 
the  "  Old   Adams    Iloiisr."  she    was   ohliLi'ctl    to  .-tc]» 
over  the  dead  •l)od\'  ol"  a    llriti-li  soldier,  in  order  to 
enter   hei"   baek    door.      Ami    in  ilie    I'ront  room    la\ 
aiiotlier  soldier  mortall_\   \\'onnded.  the  while  sanded 
lloor   lieneath   liim    reil    with    llie    hh.od    which    had 
llowed    tlironiih    the   lieil    from    his  wound--.      She  at 
once   set    to    worl<    to   make   liiin    niiMX'  eoinrortal  ile. 
preitariiiu'    food    which    miu'lit    ser\e    to    re\i\e    him: 
bnt    he  li\ed  only  a  lew  hours.      (>ur  wounded  were 
earrii'd  to  the  ta\ern,  to  the  elmrcl!.  to  the  |)arsoiiaL;'e, 
to  the  lioir-es  iieai-  where  tliey  tell. 

Ill    tlie   ronsternation   and    lea)-   of  that    hour,   tlui 


*   Oliver  Tul'ts 
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(load  NS'ci'c  j)la('t'(l  on  a  sl('(|,  nnil  drawn  \iv  a  \(ikc 
ol'  oxen  upon  llic  hare  Lirnniid  lo  llio  iiravc-vard. 
A  siiiLilc  i!'i'a\i'  \\a<  ha-tily  diiii,  and  the  IwcInc  wci'o 
laid  in  it  side  1)\  .-ido.  '•  licail  to  point,"  with  lln'ir 
clothes  on  ju-t  a>  they  IML'-'  A  Irw  xfars  au'o. 
whrn  thcv  opcncil  the  nioniid,  tn  la\'  the  lounda- 
tion  (tf  a  nionunicnt  in  lionor  of  the  pati'iot  dead, 
they  foinid  there.  ininL^'leil  with  that  sacred  dii.sl,  jlic 
remains  of  the  sorl<s  and  uarnienls,  wliieh,  throifiii 
tlio  lonu'  iHii'ht<  of  lliat  anxiou-  winter,  \\i\es  and 
mothers  had  lieen  maicinu'  lor  tliose  thi'\'  loveil. 
IJtth'  tlioimlit  those  wi\-es  and  mothers  that  their 
work  w'oidd  Ik-  treasui('(l  as  a  pi'eeious  rtdie;  littlo 
tliouu'ht  tliose  lira\('  men,  amid  the  smokt'  ami  toil 
and  auoiiy  oj"  that  day,  that  they  Avould  be  revered 
as  liei'oes  and  martyrs  liy  a  ,iireat  nation.  As  w'illi 
tendei'  revei-enee  we  look  liaek  to  the  days  oC  177.'"). 
so  -will  tliose  \v]\n  come  after  iis  look  liaek  to  these 
cro\vde(l  months  -which  Ave  are  li\im:'  now\  Let  us 
see  to  il.  my  Criemls,  that  we  do  no  act  and  speak 
no  \voi-(|  Avhieh  shall  ixlvv  imii-  children  and  om- 
childi-en's  childi'en  cairsc  tor  tiiltcr  siiame  ! 

*  Col.  Thoinus  liussell. 
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A  simple  <l;ilc-st(»iic  niarkcil    ili(>  -jidt  wlicri'   tlii-y 

rostcd.  ;iihI    il    -l;ill(l-    tlirii-    slill.   liV   llic  side    n|"    i!k! 

luoiiiiiiinil    wliii'li    wiis    crccLccl    ))_\     uiir  citi/ciis    in 
1  S  ts. 

'I'lic  iliilisli  (K';i(l  wci'c,  iii;iii\  of  tlicm,  liiiricil 
near  llic  wall  ami  fli),-r  Id  iIh'  Itrook  wliirji 
niiis  lliroii'j-li  tin.'  (»l(l  i:-|'a\ c-yanl.  in  llic  spul  ii.-c(| 
I'oi'  l\u-  liui'ial-]ilarc  of  llii'  .-la\c~:.  Tradilinii  .--ays 
that  llic  u'ravc  (>r  oiu'  Drilisli  suMiiT  is  in  tlir  \al!i_'y 
bctwi-mi  my  lioii-r  ami  rica-anl  Sircct.  \li\.  Mr. 
C'ookc.  ill  liis  i-cconl  ol'  till'  \;'ar,  sums  up  tliii-^  his 
aeetjiiiit  of  dcalh^;  ••  I  77 ■'>.  died  and  l)Ui'ii'd  m  this 
piXH'inct,  ah!  inrh-si'vcn.  lu'sidcs  some  rniximdals 
and  llulidiinson's  hiilidicrs,  sla  in  in  ('oiicord  lialtlc, 
neai"  this  ineotinu'diDiisc  :   iiiiricd  here'" 

]\Iany  tears  wcw  >hi'd  nn  the  next  Sadilialli,  as 
tile-  litlle  (lock  met  lor  \vo)--hip  in  ihe  \"illa;^'e  rimrell. 
'I'liere  were  the  \ai-ant  .-eal~  whirh  ihe  dead  hail 
lilled.  'Jdiere  were  ihe  widows  and  orphan-  who  ihe, 
Sabbath  belbre  had  mei  in  joy.  And,  mo-t  toiudiinu; 
siiiiit.  lliere  ^\■a  -  Anna,  ihe  infant  '_;'rand-dan'_ihtei-  of 
Jason  IxHssidl.  Iioni  on  the  \cry  day  oi'  tip'  lialllo; 
a,ml    the    inl'aiil    -on    oi'    da-on    Winsliip.    ln'oim;ht    to 
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the  altar  loi-  Iia|ili-iii,  while  tlh'  '.iraiKirallicr  ami  lln' 
lallicr  w'ci'c  hiiiL;'  in  llicir  lilomh  .-liniiid--  in  tlic 
cliin'cli-vard  do-r  \\\. 

(>ii  a  M'liiKni  of  Ur\.  .Mr.  ('odkc,  in  mv  jiossi's- 
^inii,  I  linil  ilii-  liricl'  iidlc.  ••  'I'liis  |»rc|iai-c(l  I'or 
A|iiil  l'.'IiI.  ITT'i.  l.fxiuiitDii  Walllc  aiid  pliiiKlcr 
lii'('\riil<H|."  ri-.ilialtiy,  llial  Jay.  lie  iillcrcd  llic 
lliiMi'_;lil.-  wliicli  l;'ii-Iici|  I'rc.^li  oiil  of  liis  licarl.  Xo 
wi'iiilcr  llial  llic  .-piril  ol'  llic  u'liod  jiasloi'  was 
stirred  w  it  Inn  liim.  and  he  wrote  in  hi- jnnrnal  th(.' 
lervenl  prayer,  "Seal  lei-.  ()  Lord,  those  who  (h'liii-ht 
ill  Idood  !  ['\)r  the  >i;.iiiinu-  ol'  the  opjiressiMl  ami 
ii''<'||.\  -  make  hare  ihine  aliin'.;iity  arm  lor  llieir  help  1 
'J\'aeli  our  hands  lo  wai-.  ah.  and  onr  linii'ers  to  liulit, 
since  in  ihy  pivnidenee  we  are  called  to  this!" 

I  lia\e  thus  allempleij  |o  relate  to  yon  the 
incidenl-  of  dial  exenll'ul  daw  which  L:'a\'e  to  us  a 
country.  And  iheyconie  to  u^  with  ])ecnliai-  ajipro- 
j)riateness  no\\ ,  while  in  (he  au'onv  ol' a  teri'iMe  war 
we  are  ,-lii\  iuii'  lo  keep  whal  the}  ihen  liCLian  lo 
win.  ()ur  to\vn  at  that  linn'  earncil  an  honorable 
lame;    id   lis  >(■!■  lo  ii  thai   we  do  mU  di-^-raee  ii  I 

[    hope     the     name    ol'    ihe     lown    will     never    In- 
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cli:iiit:'('(l.  Ii  wdiiM  lie  like  ui\iiii:'  up  «;iir  Imllii  iulit.. 
As  the  Second  I'l-fciiift  nl'  ('iiiiilirid'^c.  we  hold  an 
li<»ii(»i';di|('  place  in  lii-lorN' :  who  would  ;dieu;ile  llial 
inliei-itance  ?  ( )llier  nanie,^  may  lie  more  euphouiou,-', 
l)ul  as  soon  should  the  man  izixc  up  his  sui'uaiue, 
foiisecrated  l»\'  lln-  liood  ads,  and  uioi'ilied  liy  llio 
patriotism  of  pious  ami  lii-a\'e  ancestoi's,  as  we  ti'i\'C 
up  that  u'ood  old  name  of  ( 'andn-iduv,  with  which 
our  sillau'e  was  lia|ili/,ed  in  Mood  on  the  nineteenth 
of  Api'il. 

We,  my  friends,  must  take  tliat  name,  already 
honored,  and  ninke  it  yet  more  lui'^ht  and  lionor- 
aMe,  li\  l)raA'<'  deeds  in  the  liidd  and  ('lii-istian  ludp 
in  the  hospital.  Let  our  soldiers  take  it  with  thou 
in  tlii-^  second  war  lor  imlependeiice,  as  a  trust,  not, 
vet  tai'nishe(l  li\'  cowardici/,  i!lu-traleil  so  recently 
1)V  hei'oic  death.  Lei  our  ladies  in.-crihe  thai  name 
upon  what  tliey  send,  so  that  the  Messiu'^'  of  the 
woundcil  and  the  pra}'er  ol'  the  dyinu'  ma}'  lisp  il 
o-ratefullv. 
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We  cannot  asccitniu  with  exactness  the  pojiulation 
ol'  tliis  precint  at  the  time.  In  1781  an  assessment  was 
made  for  thi'  snpplv  of  l)ecf  t(.i  the  army,  and  there  were 
one  iiundrcd  and  thirt\-thrce  who  paid  tlie  poll-tax/'-' 

Among  the  papers  of  ('apt.  iSenjamin  Locke  f  are  the 
original  cnlistmeut-rolls  of  tlie  company,  with  tlie  siyna- 
tures,  and  also  a  list  of  the  members  witli  their  })Iaces  of 
residence  in  Ca])t.  Locke's  handw  ritinu'.  The  following 
is  a  copy  oi'  the  articles  of  eidistment  : 

"■We,  the  suhscriliers.  do  hereby  solemnly  and  sever- 
ally engage  and  inlist  onrsclvc-s  as  soldiers  in  the  Mnssa- 
cluisetts  Service,  for  the  Preservation  of  the  Liberties  of 
America,  from  the  Day  of  our  Inlistment  to  the  last  Day 
of  December  next,  unless  the  Service  should  admit  of  a 
Discharge  of  a  Part  or  the  Wliole  sooner,  which  .^hall  be 
at  the   Discretion   of  the   Committee   ot'  Safety,    and   we 

*  Di-.  r..  Cutui. 

t  Xow  ill  tlic  |)o>^^•>r.i.pl,  .)i"  till'  willow  of  liis  t;r:iiul-<)li.  tli.'  l:il.-  Drl- 
iiioiit  l.diki-. 
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hcr(.'l)V  promise  to  submit  ourselves  to  all  llic  Oi'drrs  ;uid 
Regulations  of  the  Army,  and  faitlifully  to  ol)serve  and 
obey  all  such  Orders  as  we  shall  receive  from  Time  to 
Time,  from  our  superior  Ollicers." 

The    names    on    the    various    rolls    are    thus    brought 
together  by  Capt.  I.ocl<e  in  his  list  of  the  members: 

"  Setli  Stone,  (.'ambridge. 

Thos.  Cutler,  Jr.,  Cambridge. 
James  Fowle,  Cambridge. 
Jonathan  Perry,  Cambridge. 
Joseph  l-'rost,  Cambridge. 
Daniel  Cutter,  Charlestown. 
Abrahaiu  llill,  Cambridge. 
Job  Totamea,  Stontdiam. 
Jo.siah  AVilliam.s,  Cambridge. 
Miles  (irccnwood,  Cambridge. 
Mattlu'w  Cox,  Candnddge. 
Moses  Hovoy,  Cambridge. 
Peter  Stearns,  Cambridge. 
l\phraim  jNIvdlet,  Charlestown. 
John  l'\)\vle,  Cambridge. 
John  Shelden  Senter,  Charlestown. 
John  Lock,  Cambridii-e. 
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Israi'l  r.lackiiiton,  Jr.,  (-ambridgc. 
William  IVuk^dii,  C'liaileslowu. 
AiuliL'W  CutUr,  L^ainbrid^e. 
Klisha  Hastings,  Cambrutgc. 
Josfph  ('i)X,  Cauibriilge. 
Isaao  FilU'browu.  C'bavlcstown. 
Joseph  Trask,  liostoii. 
WiUiain  Pradex,  15ostou. 
John  Stewart. 
Saniiiol  i'ierce,  Jr.,  P)Oston. 
John  (crimes,  Bost(ju. 

AVilllain  Hopkins,  Charlestown. 

rvicharil  LorinL;-,  Charlestown. 

Ebentzer  Cox,  Boston. 

John  Cutter.  Cambridge. 

William  Adams,  Ccunl^rldge. 

Zaehariali  Hill,  Cambridge. 

Sanuiel  Tcircc,  Charlestown. 

John  Tidd,  Canibridge. 

Andrew  Mallet,  Charlestown. 

Israel  lilackinton,  Cambridge. 

William  Winship,  Cambridge. 

David  lilodget,  Stoneham. 

Joseph  Robinson,  Lexington. 

Charles  Cutter,  Candjridgc. 

G 
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Sainiu'l  Sfgrr,  Newtown. 

Isaiali  lirijanali,  Stoncliam. 

l-'lK'HcZcr  l>')winaii,  I.c  xiiij^ton. 

liicliard  Kctcl,  lin-^lf)!!. 
■'•'  C'lifi'  A\'liittciiU)rL',  ('aiiibri(l!i,-e. 

^\"lHialu  I'lllci'}',  Oliarlrstov/n. 
••■  Call)  Wcxul,  (;liark'.st.t)\\-n. 

.Jomitliaii  Clarke,   II(.).sluu. 

'J'liis  Company  joincHl  in  tlic  siege  of  Boston  Avhich 
immediately  I'ollowed,  and  probably  was  also  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Ca[)t.  l.oeke  was  in  that  battle, 
a-nd  his  nuisket  lieeomlny  too  liot  to  hold,  by  reason  of 
t'rctjiient  tiring',  he  wound  his  handkerchief  around  it, 
and  kept  on.  After  that,  they  were  encamped  on  Pros- 
pect Hill.  The  following  bill  is  preserved, —  for  servi- 
ces in  returning  deserters  :  — 

"  C'lpl.  Locl-e  to  Samuel  AUoi,  Dr. 
To  cash  paid   for  Uvo   of  your   deserted   soldiers,  viz., 
and t   which  I  took  up   in  Attle- 


*  C'ulV  Wbitlcmiirr  nnd  (':ito  W'l.iiil  wrrc  lU'u'roc-'.  It  is  wortliy  of  nolici 
tliut  llu-  lihu'ka  I'c.uijlil,  not  in  licpMiMtc  .■(Miii.unic-i,  liut  viilr  l.y  .^Mc  with  tin 
\vhiti.'S  llirouiih  tlio  Ituvohitidnaiy  \S'ar. 

•f  Neither  of  these  men  witc  from  \VlsI  Ciniliridgo. 
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Loroun'h  the  21fli  of  .lul)-,  insl.,  and  l)ri)ui;ht  1 
cuiii]-),  -l.j  iniK's  ; 

To  cash  paid  wluch  thry  i.n\  rd  hv\[  Maxcy. 

To  do.  ])aid  lor  lliem  at  j\Iauus.  supper  aiul 
hid^'in^-,  (hluk,  &c. 

To  breakfast,  v.V:c.,  at  Chines  'J'a\urn, 

To  paid  lor  them  for  drink,  kVc. 

To  paid  '2  men  tor  aid,  -15  miles, 

To  paid  ditto  their  expence, 

To  '2  liorsL's  and  one  earai^e, 

To  my  time,  expenee,  and  horse  k(-'e})in.;'. 
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Proq^cct  Hill.  Jn],i  27t]i,  177.5." 
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C)n  the  back  of  the  bill  is  thr  foUowini;-  endorsement  : 


'"  Cir.vrvLKS'JO\vx,  puosi'iicr   iiiLi,,  Jnly  27tli,  177) 

SiK.    I   liave  received   the    two  A\ithin-namcd  deserters 

at  the  luinds   of  Mr.   Samuel   Allen,  and   if  you    are   the 

projier  person  to   pay  him.  you  N\ill  please  to  answer  tlie 

within  accomjit,  or  direct   him   wliere   he  may  receive  his 

from  \our  Humble  Servt.  " 
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Tlu'V  li;ul  iujI  Irll  I'rospcct  Hill  at  [\iv  l;t>l  of  the  yc-ar. 
for  we  (iiul  these  receijits  : 

"  ri;()sri.-K  llii.i.,  l)e  ■'"■  liO,  177.3. 
Eeccvil  of  Capt.   13eiijainiii   Lock    J)y  hand  of  Licir. 
Solomon  Bowman  one  pare  of  shoes,  to  it  six  shillings. 

JOHN   TIDD." 

'*  Pkosi'kic  Hill,  De  ^'''  '21,  1775. 
Rccevd  of  Capt.  Benjamin  Loek  by  the  haml  of  Lieut. 
Solomon  ]>owman  one  pare;  shoes  and  two  Dare  of  stock- 
kins,  to  it  twelve  shillin;j,s  and  ei^ht  pence. 

WlLLLl^r  PRADEX." 


XOTE    l]_rA(IE    2  7 


The  following  deposition  was  taken  by  order  of  tlie 
Provincial  Congress  : 

*'  Hannah  Adams,  wife  of  Deacon  Joseph  Adams,  of 
the  second  precinct  in  Canihridge,  testifieth  and  saith 
that  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April  last,  upon  the  rct>u-n 
of  the  King's  troops  from  Concord,  divers  of  them  entered 
our  house  Ly  bursting  open  the  doors,  and  three  of  the 
soldiers  broke  into  the  room  in  which  I  then  was,  laid  on 


\()TKS.  (■).") 

my  l){!il.  bcnii.n'  scared}-  alilc  tn  walk  I'vmw  my  Ixd  Id  the 
fire,  not  luiviuj^  liuoii  to  my  cliamlicr  doiir  from  my  liciii" 
clellvcTL'il  lu  cliilil-birtli  to  tlial  timr.  ( )iic'  of  .saiil  >()ldicr.>. 
immediately  opened  my  curtains  wilii  his  l)avonet  fixed 
pointing  the  s;ame  at  my  breast.  I  immediately  cried 
out,  '•  For  the  Lord's  sake,  do  not  kill  me  !  "'  lie  replied, 
"  Danui  yo>i  !  "  One  that  stiuid  ntar  s;iid,  ••  We  will 
not  hurt  the  woman,  it'  she  will  j;d  out  of  the  hcnise,  but 
we  will  surely  burn  it."  1  imnu'diately  aro<e,  threw  a 
blaidvet  over  me,  and  crawled  inti)  a  corn-house  near  the 
door  with  my  Inf'aut  in  my  arms,  where  I  remained  until 
they  were  ^'one.  They  immediatily  set  the  liouse  on 
fire,  in  mIucIi  I  had  left  five  childi-i n  and  no  othci-  person, 
but  the  fire  was  li;i])pil_\'  extinguished  when  the  house 
was  in  the  utmost  dan;j,-er  ol'  lieiui;'  ulferl}'  cimsumed. 


XoTi']   r  — I'A  t;  !■:  ;:  i . 

"  Cam  i;i;iO(.  r,  M:i\    1'.',   177."i. 

Wc,  Benjamin  Cooper  and  Kachel  Cooper,  liolli  ol' 
Can\brId_L;-e,  aforesaid,  ol'  lawful  a,L;e.  testify  and  say  that 
in   the    afternoon    of   the    IDth    day    of   April    last,    the 


66  .\()Ti:s. 

Kin<;'s  regular  troops,  uikIlt  llio  coininaml  o\'  Cicii' r.il 
Ga;^a\  upon  thi'ir  rcturu  i'unw  blood  aud  slinp^htcr,  \vliich 
tliey  had  uiade  at  Lfxiuu,t(Ui  auil  i'luicord,  fired  more 
than  a  liundri'd  luillcts  info  (lie  house  where  \\  e  dwc'll. 
tlirou_Li,'h  doors,  uiudnws,  (,Vc.  ;  then  a  iiumhcr  of  llimi 
entered  the  house,  ^\•here  we  and  two  aged  geutleuu'U 
were  all  uiu\ru\ed.  We  e>caped  for  our  lives  into  the 
cellar  ;  the  two  aged  gi'utlenien  were  iu\uiediately  nio^t 
barbarously  aud  inhuiuauly  uiurdmd  by  them,  being 
stabbed  through  in  uuiny  places,  their  heads  mauled, 
skulls  broke,  and  their  hraius  out  on  the  tlo(n-  aud  walls 
of  the  house  ;   and  further  saitli  not." 


6203 


